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Suruchi endeavor in Skill/ Entrepreneur Development Domain 
 

Diploma in Dairy Technology (DDT) in alli-
ance with IGNOU 

Study Center authorized by School of Agriculture In-
dira Gandhi National Open University (IGNOU) Details 
as below: 

Academy of Dairy Skill Development (ADSkiD) 
Unit of Suruchi Consultants 
C-49, Sector-65, Noida U.P – 201307 
SC/PSC Code: 39018P 
Prog. In-charge: Mr. Sanjay Singhal 
Contact no. : +91-0120+4370845 
Email:  adskid39018p@gmail.com  

 
New admissions are closed  
  

Indian Dairy Map 2017 launched on 27th Oc-
tober, at Pune. 

Aspiring entrepreneurs might attend our in-
troductory session (Free) on how to set up 
dairy farm and plant on every 4thSaturday of 
Every month from 2 PM to 5 PM, Prior regis-
tration is must and for that contact our of-
fice. 
For more information please email on 
info@suruchiconsultants.com or contact at +91 
0120 4320845 

  60th Dairy Entrepreneurship Development 
Program (DEDP) at Suruchi Consultants, C-
49, Sec-65, Noida.  Date will be announced 
soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/3_58th%20DEDP%20MAy_june_2019.pdf 

4th Practical Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-
ment Program (PDEDP) at Suruchi 

Consultants, C-49, Sec-65, Noida, Dates will 
be announced soon. 

For more information please follow the link:  

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/train-
ing/9_14092019_PdEDP_brochure.pdf 

Dairy Startup Sensitization Program from 
farm to table in Noida. On 29th February, 
2020 
 

For more information please follow the link: 

http://www.suruchiconsultants.com/pageDown-
loads/downloads/training/8_21122019_DSSP.pdf 

Suruchi has launched Online Dairy Entrepre-
neurship Development Program (ODEDP). It 
is 12 weeks program. Registrations are open 
till 29th February,2020. 
Watch-
Video:https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
5iS432VlGc8&t=42s 

For more information please visit on website 
http://skilldairy.com/ 

7th Regional Dairy Entrepreneurship Develop-

ment Program (RDEDP) Dates will be an-
nounced soon. 

https://www.suruchiconsult-
ants.com/pageDownloads/downloads/train-
ing/1_7th%20RDEDP%20Brochure.pdf 

Mandatory training “Food Saftey Supervisor” for 
dairy sector as per FSSAI is being organised  on 
25th & 26th of March 2020 .
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Indian News 

Kerala tops NDRI study on dairy production 
MARCH 15, 2020 22:29 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/kerala-tops-ndri-study-on-dairy-production/arti-

cle31076118.ece 

 recent study by the National Dairy Re-

search Institute (NDRI), Karnal, on dairy 

production systems in the country has 

given Kerala the top spot overall among 20 

milk-producing States. 

The study, ‘Development and testing of poten-

tial indicators for evaluation of dairy production 

systems’, published in the November edition of 

the Indian Journal of Animal Sciences, ranked 

the States on the basis of six major indicators of 

dairy production. 

Kerala stood first in three categories — animal 

breeding, resource availability and policies and 

regulations. The State was placed second in vet-

erinary infrastructure; seventh in dairy produc-

tion and eighth in value addition and marketing. 

Alongside Punjab, Goa, Haryana, Gujarat and 

Rajasthan, Kerala was deemed to have a “dy-

namic” dairy production system, one of three 

State groupings which also included “transient” 

and “subsistent” systems. 

Punjab second 

Punjab, which topped the list for dairy produc-

tion, has bagged the second spot overall. “Ker-

ala ranked first in overall dairy production sys-

tem index owing to its highest literacy rate in In-

dia, prompting the farmers to acquire more 

knowledge and awareness about the scientific 

dairy farming practices and further likely to 

adopt new technology. The government policies 

are quite favourable to dairy development. The 

State has highest crossbred to indigenous cattle 

ratio and highest AI performed per 1,000 breed-

able population,” the study noted. 

The 20 States selected for the study contribute 

98% of the total milk production of the country. 

Rajesh Kumar Singh, Principal Secretary (Animal 

Husbandry, Dairy), expressed satisfaction at the 

study result, stating that it does convey a cor-

rect picture of the dairy scenario in Kerala. 

“Obviously there is some way to go, particularly 

in areas such as productivity and self-suffi-

ciency,” Mr. Singh said. 

“The study shows that Kerala has come up as a 

model for the rest of the country, especially in 

matters like animal breeding, policies and avail-

ability of resources in the sector,” Jose James, 

Managing Director, Kerala Livestock Develop-

ment Board (KLDB), said. 

 

Mother Dairy sets shop in Indore will sell 4 milk variants with 1,500 retailers 
March 14, 2020 

https://www.knocksense.com/indore-city/mother-dairy-sets-shop-in-indore-will-sell-4-other-variants-of-milk-

with-1-500-retailers 

ne of the biggest milk and milk prod-

ucts retailer of North India, Mother 

Dairy is set to take Indore by storm. 

The company which is is a subsidiary of National 

Dairy Development Board (NDDB), recently an-

nounced that it is turning towards Smart City In-

dore to extend its operations and establish a 

'nation-wide footprint'. 

With a presence in over 100 cities of India al-

ready, Mother Dairy aims to grab the market in 

Indore and establish itself as a major milk and 

milk products supplier in all of Madhya Pradesh. 
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What's the update? 

One of the biggest dairy product sellers in the 

country, Mother Dairy recently released a state-

ment announcing that it will be beginning oper-

ations in the cleanest city of the country. The 

milk and milk products manufacturer and re-

tailer specified that it will be penetrating the 

market in Indore with four milk variants and will 

be selling through 1,500 outlets spread across 

the city. 

However, the dairy chain aims to expand its op-

erations by further introducing another 1,000 

outlets and establishing 2,500 outlets by the 

end of 2020. As of now, Mother Dairy will be in-

troducing its four milk variants, namely Full 

Cream Milk, Double Toned Milk, Super T milk 

and a Cow Milk variant, as a part of the launch, 

other products will follow this launch. 

 

'Salaamul Namaste': Amul promotes Indian greetings amid coronavirus outbreak 
13-03-2020 22:28 IST 

https://www.devdiscourse.com/article/lifestyle/936283-salaamul-namaste-amul-promotes-indian-greetings-amid-

coronavirus-outbreak 

 
ith Indian greeting styles like 'na-

maste' and 'salaam' going global in 

the wake of the coronavirus out-

break, diary brand Amul on Friday dedicated its 

recent doodle to the practice naming it 'Sa-

laamul Namaste.' The dairy brand's iconic car-

toon, on its Twitter timeline, featured 

the Amul girl and a boy greeting each other 

with folded hands. 

The duo featured in the doodle had butter all 

around their mouth area. The cartoon titled 'Sa-

laamul Namaste' had the text, "Greet this 

treat." "#Amul Topical: Owing to Corona-

virus, Indian greeting goes 

global..." Amul tweeted along with the cartoon. 

The World Health Organisation on Wednesday 

declared coronavirus outbreak a pandemic and 

expressed deep concern over the alarming lev-

els of spread and severity of the infection. The 

total number of confirmed COVID-19 cases 

across India has risen to 81. The country has 

also reported one coronavirus death in Karna-

taka, the Health Ministry had stated earlier. 

(ANI) 

 

Sodhi meets J&K Guv evinces interest in dairy promotion 
March 12, 2020 

http://www.indiancooperative.com/co-op-news-snippets/sodhi-meets-j-evinces-interest-in-dairy-promotion/ 

.S.Sodhi MD of dairy giant GCCMF re-

cently met the governor of Jammu and 

Kasmir and discussed the possibility of 

the Gujarat dairy cooperative investing in the 

state, reports a news outlet. 

A source familiar with the dairy scene in the 

country says there are vast investment opportu-

nities for Amul in Jammu and Kashmir. 

Earlier, Jammu and Kasmir governor G.C. 

Murmu had invited Gujarat businessmen includ-

ing GCCMF MD R.S.Sodhi to invest in the state. 
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The governor met them in the interaction orga-

nized by Confederation of Indian Industry (CII) 

and the J&K government in Ahmedabad. 

 

Amul Tru to take on MNC rivals in fruit-based milk beverage market 
March 12, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/companies/amul-tru-to-take-on-mnc-rivals-in-fruit-based-milk-beverage-

market/article31047636.ece 

o introduce more flavours and expand 

geographic reach a year after launch 

Having established a presence in the 

fruit-based milk beverages market over the past 

year, Amul is now going full-throttle to push its 

products in the MNC-dominated segment. 

Launched last summer, Amul Tru has created a 

niche for itself, according to RS Sodhi, Managing 

Director, Gujarat Cooperative Milk Marketing 

Federation (GCMMF), which markets Amul dairy 

products. The product is well received pan India 

and will have an increased geographic reach 

with more variants this summer, he said. 

The fruit flavoured still drinks (FFSD) market has 

a size of about 160 lakh packs per day. At an 

MRP of ₹10 per pack, the value of the market 

can be estimated conservatively at ₹5,800 crore 

annually. 

Till last year, Amul was not present in the cate-

gory, which is dominated by other leading play-

ers such as Parle’s Frooti, Coca-Cola’s Maaza 

and PepsiCo’s Slice. 

Fruit plus whey 

However, Amul claims its Tru is different from 

other FFSD products in terms of preparation. 

According to Sodhi, the beverage contains a mix 

of whey protein and fruit juices, which makes it 

protein-rich. Amul Tru costs ₹10 for an 180 ml 

pack. It has also launched cartons, apart from 

PET bottles. 

“We are procuring the juice concentrate and 

adding our whey (milk solids) to make the prod-

uct. So it has fruit plus whey. It is a very big 

market in India. In the initial year, we have re-

ceived good response. This season will improve 

our reach and expand this category,” Sodhi 

told Businessline. 

On the process side, Amul has decided to con-

centrate on making the final product while it 

sources readymade fruit-drink concentrate 

from its suppliers. 

“This is a dairy product for us even as the fruit 

content in the product ranges from 20 to 40 per 

cent across the current four variants — mango, 

apple, orange and lychee. It has real fruit with 

milk. This will expand the entire beverages 

range. However, our mainstay remains milk pro-

cessing. We are not into fruit processing,” said 

Jayen Mehta, Senior General Manager, Planning 

and Marketing at GCMMF. 

Almond Branding has provided end-to-end 

brand building, packaging design and communi-

cation design support to Amul for its first FFSD 

products. Earlier, Almond Branding had 

launched the company’s other milk beverages 

including Amul Kadhai Doodh, Haldi Doodh, 

Amul Irish Drink and Amul Pina Colada. 
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Amul ad on Scindia where Rahul Gandhi says 'Haath se nikal gaya' impresses netizens 
MAR 12, 2020, 

https://www.businessinsider.in/india/news/amul-ad-on-scindia-where-rahul-gandhi-says-haath-se-nikal-gaya-im-

presses-netizens/articleshow/74593120.cms 

 
ndia's dairy giant Amul's interesting take on 

Jyotiraditya Scindia 's exit from the Con-

gress and entry into the BJP has left 

netizens impressed. 

"Haath se nikal gaya (slipped out of my hands)," 

the headline of the ad posted on Twitter handle 

by the company says. Below is the picture of 

Congress leader Rahul Gandhi rubbing his hands 

and looking towards Scindia as the latter walks 

away with a lotus (poll symbol of BJP) in hand. 

The dairy giant shared the post with the cap-

tion: "#Amul Topical: Jyotiraditya shifts alle-

giances!"  

 

How Rajasthan-based Aadvik Foods is Revolutionizing the Dairy Market 
March 11, 2020 

https://www.entrepreneur.com/article/347438 

 
amel ride is passé, camel milk is the 

new craze in town. Founded by Hitesh 

Rathi in 2016 as a bootstrapped com-

pany with a capital of less than Rs 10 lakh, 

Aadvik Foods now has a bouquet of camel milk-

based products including camel milk powder, 

chocolates and skincare range. With distribu-

tion channels in Delhi, Mumbai, Chennai, Ben-

galuru, Hyderabad, Bathinda and Chandigarh, 

Aadvik Foods also exports its camel milk pow-

der to distributors from the US, Malaysia and 

the Philippines. Sip in to know more about this 

new kind of dairy! 

2015: Going by history, dates and camel milk 

were often the diet of people living in desert ar-

eas like the Middle East and Sub Saharan Africa. 

Hailing from Rajasthan, Rathi conceived the 

idea to explore milk with higher nutritive and 

health values. He soon launched frozen camel 

milk for the Indian market as well as the web-

store and fulfilled first order. 

2016: Launched camel milk powder and estab-

lished itself as the first Indian company to pro-

duce camel milk powder. Introduced a fresh 

catalogue with over dozen of camel milk prod-

ucts and collaborated with leading e-commerce 

channels to increase awareness about the 

health benefits of camel milk. 

2017: Shipped its first order outside India. 

2018: Launched first flavoured camel milk pow-

der on the planet. Also launched A2 Cow Ghee. 

2019: Launched goat milk and goat milk pow-

der, cow colostrum and had grown to a team 

size of 25 compeers. 

2020: Since its inception, Aadvik Foods has al-

ready sold 200,000 litres of camel milk. It also 

strengthened its product portfolio with hand-

made goat milk soaps and sugar-free camel milk 

chocolates. 
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FSSAI orders state officials to crack down on counterfeit food products 
March 11, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/info-tech/fssai-orders-state-officials-to-crack-down-on-counterfeit-food-

products/article31042542.ece 

ood Safety and Standards Authority of 

India (FSSAI) has directed all state food 

safety officers to step up market surveil-

lance to prevent sale of counterfeit food prod-

ucts across physical retail stores as well as e-

commerce platforms. 

It has also asked the authorities to conduct reg-

ular surveys to identify foreign food products 

that are being “clandestinely imported” without 

FSSAI approval. 

Regular surveys 

In a letter sent out to Food Safety Commission-

ers of all States and UTs, as well-authorised 

food safety officers, FSSAI said, “Counterfeit of 

food items is a serious challenge. Per se, the act 

of counterfeiting is an infringement of IP laws 

which is not in the domain of the Food Safety 

and Standards Act 2006, however, since coun-

terfeit food items are likely to be sub-standard 

and sometimes even unsafe, state food safety 

administrations have to be vigilant about it.” 

FSSAI has also ordered them to focus on devel-

oping local intelligence to identify commodities, 

hotspots and trends in counterfeit food prod-

ucts and coordinate with major brands to “gen-

erate actionable information.” 

“E-commerce players will need to put in place 

mechanisms to the prevent sale of counterfeit 

food goods and illegal imported goods on their 

platforms. They must ensure that sellers of food 

goods on their platform must be FSSAI regis-

tered/licensed. Beside, in case of packaged 

goods, only goods which have FSSAI registra-

tion/licence indicated (on labels) must be al-

lowed for sale,” the food safety authority em-

phasised. 

Stating that while import mechanisms are being 

strengthened to reduce import of food products 

without FSSAI licence, “the easy availability of 

such goods on e-commerce platforms, reputed 

malls and food retail outlets conveys an impres-

sion of sanctity to consumers.” 

In a bid to ensure availability of manpower for 

such surveillance, the FSSAI has urged State ad-

ministrations to identify the number of posts re-

quired for food safety activities and take steps 

to “create and fill them”. 

 

Amul to help J&K dairies scale up their operations 
March 11, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/amul-to-help-jk-dairies-scale-up-their-operations/arti-

cle31042267.ece 

mul has extended support to dairy co-

operatives in Jammu and Kashmir to 

help the region achieve self-sufficiency 

in dairy products. 

Jammu and Kashmir is estimated to have high 

consumption of dairy products worth ₹700-800 

crore, sourced from different parts of of the 

country. 

Tie-up with local dairies 

RS Sodhi, managing director of Gujarat Cooper-

ative Milk Marketing Federation Ltd (GCMMF) – 

Amul marketer – said the local dairy coopera-

tives in J&K will be provided handholding on the 

technical, administrative and procurement side 

to reduce their dependence on dairy products 

sourced from outside. 

“Amul board has decided that we will help the 

J&K region to develop dairy sector with sustain-

able livelihood in rural areas based on Amul 

pattern. And we’ll provide whatever help is 

needed in replicating the Amul model,” Sodhi 
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told BusinessLine after a roadshow of the J&K 

government in Ahmedabad on Monday. 

J&K Lieutenant Governor GC Murmu, who was 

in Ahmedabad recently, has signed 35 MoUs 

worth ₹2,641 crore with Gujarat-based compa-

nies and organisations. 

“It is clear that they have good amounts of con-

sumption of dairy products. So, using the Amul 

model, if they procure locally, process locally 

and add value locally, it will be a great achieve-

ment. This is a matter of great satisfaction that 

without any major financial help, we can de-

velop a good dairy sector in J&K,” Sodhi said. 

It may be noted that soon after the abrogation 

of Article 370 in the State, BusinessLine was first 

to report about the prospects of dairy sector to 

boost employment in the region. 

Local partnerships 

Amul is working closely with the Jammu and 

Kashmir Milk Producers’ Cooperative Ltd 

(JKMPCL), a cooperative of dairy farmers. The 

dairy sector in J&K, for decades, was considered 

as a business with low remuneration, costly 

milk production and competition from private 

dairy players. This was the key reason behind 

farmers losing interest in animal husbandry. 

However, Sodhi believes that with the Amul in-

tervention, the dairy sector there will get a leg 

up not just for milk procurement but also in 

product innovation and market access. Cur-

rently, there are facilities to make milk, curd 

and buttermilk. But soon, new manufacturing 

facilities will be set up to produce paneer (cot-

tage cheese), flavoured milk, ice cream and UHT 

Milk (packaged milk). Some products will be 

made in Jammu and some in Srinagar. 

The J&K dairy cooperative currently has a turno-

ver of about ₹100 crore, with daily milk pro-

curement of about 65,000 litres and about 

30,000 farmer families involved in the dairying. 

“We are targeting to reach about 2.5 lakh litres 

of procurement per day with about 1 lakh farm-

ers families on board. The turnover will jump to 

about ₹600 crore in the next 2-3 years,” Sodhi 

said, adding that the Centre and State financial 

support will be to the tune of ₹110 crore. 

Processing capacity 

The J&K Federation's plant at Chashmeshahi has 

milk processing capacity of 50,000 litres per day 

(LPD). JKMPCL procures this milk from mostly 

women self-help groups. The milk is sold in re-

tail under the brand name ‘Snow Cap’. Most of 

the milk produced in the valley is from cows 

while it is from buffaloes in Jammu. 

Amul has deployed a team of professionals in 

Jammu and Srinagar to take the project for-

ward. 

 

This 27-year-old woman entrepreneur's dairy startup is delivering pure and unadulter-

ated milk 

11 march, 2020 

https://yourstory.com/herstory/2020/03/woman-entrepreneur-pure-cow-milk-india-bangalore 

he quest to find pure cow milk in metro 

cities can get quite taxing. In fact, two 

out of every three Indians drink milk 

that is adulterated with paint and detergent, as 

per a survey conducted by food regulator Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI). 

This was the challenge Shilpi Sinha faced when 

she moved away from home to Bengaluru for 

the first time in 2012 to pursue higher studies. 

Growing up Daltonganj, Jharkhand, – a town 

whose population is around 20 times smaller 

than Bengaluru – Shilpi would always start her 

day with a cup of milk. Shilpi tells HerStory that 

moving to the metropolis made her realise the 

significance of drinking pure and unadulterated 
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cow milk.  

 
Why pure milk The Milk India Company delivers 

pure cow milk, which is raw, unpasteurised, and 

has zero processing involved. The milk, certified 

by National Dairy Research Institute of India, is 

delivered in glass bottles. At present, the 

startup delivers milk within 10 km of Sarjapur in 

Bengaluru, at Rs 62 per litre. In fact, drinking 

cow's milk strengthens children's bones and 

also helps in overall growth as it is rich in cal-

cium. 

She says, “A machine is used to calculate the so-

matic cell count. The lesser the somatic cell 

count, the healthier the milk is for our con-

sumption.” The 27-year-old entrepreneur says 

the startup is currently focused on catering to 

parents of one to eight-year-old children, as 

most of a child’s physical development takes 

place during the formative years. She always 

asks mothers about their baby’s age and has re-

ceived many requests from mothers of nine or 

ten-month-old babies.  “I ask mothers about 

their child’s age before accepting an order. If 

she says that the baby is not even a year old, we 

ask her to wait and not deliver,” she says. In this 

regard, Shilpi consults with paediatricians, dieti-

cians, and nutritionists about the right quantity 

of milk that is fit for consumption. Working with 

farmers To begin with, Shilpi visited 21 villages 

in Karnataka and Tamil Nadu to meet farmers 

and pitch her business model and get them on 

board as suppliers. But one of her initial chal-

lenge was to gain farmers’ trust. Shilpi wore the 

local attire to be more approachable. And com-

munication was difficult as well as she did not 

speak either Kannada or Tamil. Cows being fed 

Over time and with persuasion, several farmers 

came on board. Shilpi started by addressing the 

problems faced by farmers in taking care of the 

cattle. “We provided instant medical and veteri-

nary support,” she recalls. To her surprise, she 

observed that farmers would feed restaurant 

waste to cows instead of fodder crops. “But the 

milk will never be healthy if we give restaurant 

waste to the cows. And so, the first step was to 

eliminate this. Besides convincing the farmers 

with better pricing, we explained the process of 

how it will end up harming the children who will 

drink the milk,” she says, adding that the cows 

are now being fed maize. 

 

UP ropes in private firms to catch stray cattle 
March 11, 2020, 

https://www.freepressjournal.in/india/up-ropes-in-private-firms-to-catch-stray-cattle 

an you catch 100 stray cows a month? 

The Yogi Adityanath government of Ut-

tar Pradesh has a job for you. The State 

government has invited bids from private play-

ers to handle the stray cows menace whose 

numbers are rising alarmingly leading to unrest 

among farming community and city dwellers 

both. 

This particular requirement is for the country’s 

longest 302-km-long Agra-Lucknow Expressway 

where cattle are causing lots of fatal accidents 

forcing the government to take an unusual step. 

Apart from massive damage of crops, several 

people have lost life across the State after being 

attacked by stray cattle whose numbers have 

surged over the last three years since the BJP 

government came up with stringent rules to 

ban the slaughter of cow and its progeny. 

The government claims to have set-up hun-

dreds, ‘Gau-shalas’ to provide unproductive 
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cows a home and even announced to establish 

‘cow safaris’ and has adopted gender selection 

for insemination to produce only female cows. 

The efforts turned out to be inadequate. 

The company will have to meet the target of 

catching at least 100 animals per month. If they 

fail to do so, a penalty of Rs 100 per animal 

would be levied on them. There is an incentive 

if they exceed the targets, says the tender docu-

ment released 7 March. 

The agency will have to prevent trespassing of 

animals on the Expressway and will be allowed 

to us loudspeakers to warn speeding vehicles of 

the cattle-catching exercise. 

 

Swapping red meat for plant protein, dairy may help people live longer: Study 
March 11, 2020 10:10:26 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/lifestyle/health/swapping-red-meat-for-plant-protein-dairy-may-help-people-

live-longer-study-6308673/ 

ating more protein from plant sources 

or dairy while cutting down red meat 

consumption could help people live 

longer, new research claims. 

In a study of over 37,000 Americans with an av-

erage age of 50, those who ate the most plant 

protein were 27 per cent less likely to die of any 

cause, according to the researchers from Har-

vard T.H. Chan School of Public Health in the 

US. 

As many as 29 per cent participants were less 

likely to die of coronary heart disease compared 

to people who ate the least amount of plant 

protein, they said. 

The team found that replacing 5 per cent of 

daily calories from total animal protein with the 

equivalent number of calories of plant protein 

was linked to a nearly 50 per cent decrease in 

the risk of dying of any cause, including coro-

nary heart disease. 

Replacing 2 per cent of daily calories from pro-

cessed meat protein with an equivalent number 

of calories from plant protein was associated 

with a 32 per cent lower risk of death. 

ALSO READ | Why you should include kiwi in 

your diet 

“It isn’t enough just to avoid red meat — it is 

also about what you choose to eat in place of 

red meat,” said Zhilei Shan, a postdoctoral re-

search fellow at Harvard T.H. Chan School of 

Public Health. 

“Healthy plant proteins like nuts, legumes and 

whole grains contain more than just protein — 

they include other beneficial nutrients such as 

healthy fats, antioxidant vitamins, minerals and 

phytochemicals (compounds derived from 

plants), which have been associated with lower 

risk of chronic diseases such as diabetes, cardio-

vascular disease and some cancers,” said Shan. 

Substituting one serving per day of red or pro-

cessed red meat with foods, such as nuts, leg-

umes, whole grains or dairy, was associated 

with up to a 47 per cent lower risk of having 

coronary heart disease in men, the researchers 

said. 

Replacing one daily serving of any type of red 

meat with an equivalent amount of nuts — 

without increasing the number of calories a per-

son ate — was linked to a 17 per cent lower risk 

of dying of a heart attack, they said. 

The researchers said replacing one serving of 

red meat with whole grains resulted in a 48 per 

cent lower risk of dying of heart attack in men. 
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RSTV: POLICY WATCH- DAIRY SECTOR IN INDIA 
March 9, 2020 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2020/03/09/rstv-policy-watch-dairy-sector-in-india/ 

he Union Cabinet has approved 4,458 

crore scheme for the dairy sector. The 

move will benefit as many as 95 lakh 

milk producers. The Cabinet Committee on Eco-

nomic Affairs, has also given its approval for up-

ward revision of interest subvention to 2.5% per 

annum under the scheme Dairy Processing 

and Infrastructure Development Fund with the 

revised outlay of Rs 11,184 Cr. 

Milk Production in India: 

India is the largest producer of milk. 

The value of milk is more than that of rice and 

wheat combined. 

So, it is India’s biggest agri-produce. 

It is a source of income to small and landless 

agri-hou 

70 per cent of those earning their livelihood 

from milk are women. 

Small and marginal farmers own 33 percent of 

land and about 60 percent of female cattle and 

buffaloes. 

Some 75 percent of rural households own, on 

average, two to four animals. 

Dairying is a part of the farming system, not a 

separate enterprise. Feed is mostly residual 

from crops, whereas cow dung is important for 

manure. 

Dairying provides a source of regular income, 

whereas income from agriculture is seasonal. 

This regular source of income has a huge impact 

on minimizing risks to income. There is some in-

dication that areas where dairy is well devel-

oped have less incidence of farmer suicide. 

About a third of rural incomes are dependent 

upon dairying. 

Livestock is a security asset to be sold in times 

of crisis. 

Factor conditions 

Factor conditions for dairying entail the quality 

of animals, human resources and technical 

skills, land availability, capital, credit, infrastruc-

ture and other inputs relevant to the value 

chain, as the following explains. 

The quality of animals is critical in determining 

its milk productivity and hence overall produc-

tion. Currently, low productivity per animal hin-

ders development of the dairy sector. Despite 

being the world’s largest milk producer, India’s 

productivity per animal is very low, at 987 kg 

per lactation, compared with the global average 

of 2 038 kg per lactation. 

The low productivity is a result of ineffective 

cattle and buffalo breeding programmes, lim-

ited extension and management on dairy enter-

prise development, traditional feeding practices 

that are not based on scientific feeding meth-

ods, and limited availability and affordability of 

quality feed and fodder. In addition, the limited 

supply of quality animals is exacerbated by poli-

cies limiting interstate movement of animals. 

Indigenous cattle and buffalo make up 45 per-

cent of the country’s total milch population, in 

contrast to the cross-bred cows at 10 percent. 

Animal health and breeding services provi-

sion, veterinary infrastructure development and 

vaccinations are the responsibility of the state 

government. These services have traditionally 

been provided for free or at a very subsidized 

rate. In the past few years, there has been in-

creasing awareness that the state pays heavily 

to offer these services, which are easily availa-

ble to farmers (Ahuja et al.). Consequently, 

many states have instituted partial or full-cost 

recovery fees for providing the services. 

Despite these initiatives, the availability of ser-

vices remains limited. Currently, AI services 

cover only 15 percent of the breedable animals. 

Cattle and buffalo breeding programmes have 

been initiated but have not had the desired im-

pact because of a lack of coordination between 

the different state departments. 
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Crop residues are the single largest bulk feed 

material available to farmers for feeding live-

stock, specifically ruminants. They include 

coarse straws, fine straws, leguminous straws, 

pulses straws and sugarcane tops. 

Fodder from common property resources is an-

other major source of feed for animals. But lack 

of efficient management of common property 

resources is a major constraint in availability of 

these resources for fodder. The area under cul-

tivated fodder production is limited only to 5 

percent of the total cultivable land. 

Concentrates used for fodder include coarse 

grains, such as maize, sorghum, bajra and other 

millets, and other cereal by-products, such as 

rice bran/polish and various oil meals, including 

groundnut cake, mustard cake, coconut cake, 

soybean meal, cotton seed meal and sesame 

cake. 

The escalating price of feed ingredients is a ma-

jor cause for concern. In many states, coopera-

tives are involved in producing feed concentrate 

and selling to farmers at subsidized rates. 

Scarcity of fodder resources is likely to be a ma-

jor constraint in the development of the dairy 

sector unless adequate measures are under-

taken to augment them. 

Another important issue regarding feed is the 

lack of regulations to ensure quality. In the ab-

sence of a coherent policy, all kinds of sub-

standard feeds are available in the market. 

Formal/informal credit: Lack of access to credit 

to expand the herd is a critical problem for 

farmers. There is little access to formal credit 

through the cooperatives. Informal credit is 

available from private traders and agents of pri-

vate companies, but the interest rate is very 

high. And these loans may or may not be linked 

to dairy activity. When taking a loan from a 

trader, the farmer is then tied to selling the milk 

to that trader, often at a low rate. 

Vaccines/medicines: The Government and the 

private sector are involved in producing medi-

cines and vaccines. However, quality control is a 

critical issue. An important policy question is 

whether the government should be involved in 

the manufacturing and production of vaccines 

or should it instead take on a regulatory role to 

ensure quality and availability at a reasonable 

price. 

Government initiatives: 

National Programme for Bovine Breeding 

Rashtriya Gokul Mission 

National Bovine Genetic Centre 

Quality Mark 

National Kamdhenu Bredding Centres 

E-Pashuhaat portal 

National Programme for Dairy Development 

(NPDD) 

Dairy Entrepreneurship Development Scheme 

(DEDS) 

National Dairy Plan-I (NDP-I) 

Dairy Processing and Infrastructure Develop-

ment Fund (DIDF) 

Supporting Dairy Cooperatives and Farmer Pro-

ducer Organizations engaged in dairy activities 

(SDCFPO) 

Challenges faced: 

Indian cattle and buffaloes have among the low-

est productivity. 

Similarly there is a shortage of organized dairy 

farms and there is a need of high degree of in-

vestment to take dairy industry to global stand-

ards. 

Improving productivity of farm animals is one of 

the major challenges 

Crossbreeding of indigenous species with exotic 

stocks to enhance genetic potential of different 

species has been successful only to a limited ex-

tent. 

The sector will also come under significant ad-

justment pressure to the emerging market 

forces. Though globalization will create avenues 

for increased participation in international 

trade, stringent food safety and quality norms 

would be required. 

Access to markets is critical to speed up com-

mercialization. Lack of access to markets may 



act as a disincentive to farmers to adopt im-

proved technologies and quality inputs. 

 

Fat-free approach: FSSAI is trying to make India vanaspati free 
March 9, 2020 2:10:12 AM 

https://www.financialexpress.com/market/commodities/fat-free-approach-fssai-is-trying-to-make-india-vana-

spati-free/1892632/ 

he World Health Organisation (WHO) 

and the Foods Standards and Safety Au-

thority of India (FSSAI) are working in 

tandem to eliminate the presence of TFA from 

industrially produced cooking oils. 

 
All of us want to lead a healthy life, but there 

are hurdles in achieving this goal. Inability to 

avoid cooking oils containing trans-fats or trans 

fatty acids (TFA) and lack of awareness about 

our eating habits, are the two prime problems. 

It has been scientifically proven, that the use of 

TFA is fraught with major health issues. Despite 

this, consumption of oils is high. Besides, cut-

throat competition has resulted in large-scale 

production of vegetable oils using the hydro-

genation process, which jacks up the content of 

TFA. Oil-makers resort to this process as it is 

cost effective and increases shelf life. 

The World Health Organisation (WHO) and the 

Foods Standards and Safety Authority of India 

(FSSAI) are working in tandem to eliminate the 

presence of TFA from industrially produced 

cooking oils. But the progress towards the elimi-

nation of trans fats (which means restricting 

their presence to 0.2%) has been slow. 

To begin with, FSSAI put in place a regulation in 

2016 halving the permissible quantum of trans-

fats in edible fats and oils from 10% to 5%. On 

its part, WHO launched a REPLACE campaign in 

2018 for global-level elimination of trans-fats in 

industrially produced edible oils by 2023. The 

Indian regulator has got more ambitious, setting 

2022 as the deadline. 

FSSAI plans to cap TFA at 3% by 2021 and 2% by 

2022 in edible fats and oils. The resolution is yet 

to become a regulation. 

According to a WHO report, Indian snacks con-

tain 6-30% of TFA, far exceeding the safe limit 

of 2%. One survey of street food in Delhi and 

Haryana found that 25% of snacks contained 

high TFA levels. Snacks such as samosa, gulab 

jamun and jalebi prepared in vanaspati-a pri-

mary dietary source for trans fats prepared by 

adding hydrogen to the cheap edible oils-re-

portedly contained 50% of fat in the form of 

TFA. 

Consumption of trans fats beyond the pre-

scribed limit disrupts good and bad cholesterol 

(HDL and LDL) levels, causing dyslipidemia, 

heart diseases, diabetes, liver dysfunction, fer-

tility issues, Alzheimer’s disease, depression and 

some types of cancer. This is also the reason 

that India has witnessed an escalation in DALYs 

attributable to NCDs. 

Considering all these aspects, FSSAI launched an 

awareness campaign “Heart attack rewind.” 

Through another initiative, the authority 

launched a “Trans Fat Free” logo for voluntary 

labelling to promote TFA-free products. The la-

bel can be used by bakeries, local food outlets 

and shops for preparations containing TFA not 

exceeding 0.2 per 100 g/ml. Offering subsidies 

on edible oils with healthier nutrient profiles 

could be another approach. Authorities should 

not promote consumption of saturated fats as 
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part of the trans fat free movement. These are 

also associated with health hazards. 

The need to achieve the goal before the 2022 

deadline cannot be over-emphasised, consider-

ing the high stakes. 

 

‘Milking’ success through sheer dint of hard work 
08th March 2020 07:04 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/good-news/2020/mar/08/milking-success-through-sheer-dint-of-hard-work-

2113885.html 

 
OCHI: She hasn’t received any formal 

training in crisis management or busi-

ness cost analysis. But hardwork and 

perseverance helped Mini Raju, 40, a Class VII 

dropout, to overcome the collapse of her small 

dairy farm venture in 2011 and rebuild it into a 

cattle firm with a Rs 1.5 lakh monthly turnover 

from scratch.   

It was in 2001 that Mini from Pulluvazhy, Raya-

mangalam, decided to rear a cow as a means of 

second income for her family which relied solely 

on her husband’s toil in a Perumbavoor-based 

plywood factory. During the first five years, 

Mini’s business had been cruising along and she 

even managed to increase the cow count to 

eight. Then in March 2011, the tide turned and 

one after the other Mini’s cows succumbed to 

disease. It left Mini reeling under debt since the 

cows — bought with the help of money raised 

from societies — were not insured. 

“We didn’t know what to do as our life was sud-

denly in a shambles. It took me several months 

to come to terms with the reality and we were 

staring at an uncertain future plagued by debt. 

It was our ignorance of the insurance schemes 

which did us in. I decided to give it another shot 

by setting up a dairy firm, learning from my ear-

lier mistakes. We bought two new cows again in 

2011 after borrowing some money,” Mini 

told The New Indian Express. Now, Mini’s life 

revolves around her 16 cows which produce 

around 130 litres of milk daily. Her day starts at 

4 am and she turns in by 11 pm after ensuring 

that the cattle sheds are squeaky clean. “We 

should give top priority to hygiene if we want to 

rear cows. 
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The cows need hygienic surroundings. Hence, 

we need to ensure that the cattle sheds are 

kept clean round-the-clock,” Mini said. adding, 

she has the full backing of her husband Raju. 

“He helps me manage the cows. We are plan-

ning to set up another big farm and have even 

identified the land for it,’ she said. In 2019, Mini 

had bagged the dairy development depart-

ment’s best dairy farmer award. 

 

FSA outlines controls for producers in raw milk guidance 
March 7, 2020 

https://www.foodsafetynews.com/2020/03/fsa-outlines-controls-for-producers-in-raw-milk-guidance/ 

he Food Standards Agency (FSA) has de-

veloped a guidance document for pro-

ducers of raw drinking milk in England 

and Wales. 

The guidance has been produced in response to 

increasing sales and outbreaks related to unpas-

teurized milk. Between 2015 and 2017 there 

were five outbreaks linked to raw milk. These 

included 103 reported cases, 40 of which were 

laboratory confirmed. Children were unwell in 

all outbreaks and some were hospitalized. 

It will apply beginning April 1, but does not 

cover dairy products made using raw drinking 

milk. Sales of raw milk and cream are banned in 

Scotland. 

FSMS and pathogen testing 

Raw drinking milk producers are legally re-

quired to create and implement a system which 

assesses what could go wrong to affect safety of 

their product and identify controls to stop that 

from happening. 

There are no legislative changes but the FSA is 

more explicit in the controls that should be im-

plemented by producers so they can demon-

strate compliance with legislation and try and 

ensure products are as safe as possible. 

Main controls emphasized in the guidance are 

to have an effective and verified Food Safety 

Management System (FSMS) which is a legal re-

quirement and to commit to testing for patho-

gens which can be found in raw milk. Failure to 

have an adequate FSMS could result in enforce-

ment action against a producer. 

FSA dairy hygiene inspectors visit farms produc-

ing raw drinking milk twice per year to check 

adequate procedures are in place. 

Consultation key points 

The FSA held a public comment period from 

February to April 2019 on proposed enhanced 

controls in the production of raw milk. Since ac-

tion was proposed in June 2018, there were an-

other two outbreaks linked to raw milk until Oc-

tober 2019. 

Responses to this consultation saw the FSA 

acknowledge if milking was between once and 

twice a day, annual costs to industry for record-

keeping would, on average, increase from 

£41,000 ($53,400) to £71,000 ($92,500). The es-

timated one-off cost to industry for implement-

ing a FSMS could increase from £10,000 

($13,000) to £72,000 ($93,800) or £445 ($580) 

per producer. 

Concerns were also raised about the price and 

lack of labs that test for Shiga toxin-producing E. 

coli. 

FSA said testing for E. coli O157 rather than all 

STEC reduces protection for public health. The 

agency acknowledged the burden on businesses 

and said it was trying to balance the need to 

protect public health and the sampling and test-

ing burden. 

Michael Wight, head of food safety policy at the 

FSA, said it was important to strike a balance 

between protecting public health, preserving 

consumer choice and supporting business. 

“Food businesses must follow the measures set 

out in this guidance in order to reduce the 

health risk to consumers from this product. The 
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FSA will continue to monitor any health inci-

dents associated with raw drinking milk to see if 

these measures are sufficient.” 

Producer responsibility 

Raw drinking milk is considered a risky food by 

the FSA so enhanced measures are in place to 

protect public health. If they are not effective, 

then the agency will consider if further regula-

tory or legislative measures may be required. 

The guidance will be reviewed in February 2021. 

FSA advises that pregnant women, infants and 

small children, elderly people, and those with 

weaker immune systems caused by health prob-

lems should not have raw milk. However, the 

agency said the risk is not so unacceptable as to 

justify removing the right of adults to choose to 

drink it. 

Sellers are required to ensure that raw drinking 

milk meets microbiological standards of a coli-

form count of less than 100 colony-forming 

units per milliliter (cfu/ml) and an aerobic col-

ony count at 30 degrees C (86 degrees F) of less 

than 20,000 cfu/ml. There are no legislative re-

quirements for pathogen testing but it is en-

couraged by the FSA. EU regulation has limits 

for Listeria monocytogenes in ready-to-eat food 

such as raw milk. 

Tali Eichner, membership secretary of the Raw 

Milk Producers Association, said the new con-

trols are practical for producers and focused on 

improving food safety. 

“The approach proposed by the FSA meets this 

need by enabling the producer to assess the 

risks in their own system and setting controls 

appropriate to their individual situation.” 

Raw milk produced from all species, except buf-

falo, must carry this warning: “This milk has not 

been heat-treated and may therefore contain 

organisms harmful to health.” In Wales and 

Northern Ireland, in addition to this wording, a 

statement must be on the container or at point 

of sale saying: “The Food Standards Agency 

strongly advises that it should not be consumed 

by children, pregnant women, older people or 

those who are unwell or have chronic illness.” 

A date is not yet set for a label alteration in Eng-

land but any changes to requirements will allow 

a three year transitional period. 

 

Coronavirus outbreak: Imported food safe, says FSSAI 
Mar 06, 2020 13:53 IST 

https://www.hindustantimes.com/india-news/coronavirus-outbreak-imported-food-safe-says-fssai/story-

KcyMEdfCoRozraIK4JwgkO.html 

 
he country’s apex food regulator, Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India 

(FSSAI), on Thursday said that the food 

imported into India is safe from the novel coro-

navirus. 

“…the food imported into India including from 

the novel coronavirus affected countries is safe 

for human consumption,” a statement from the 

food regulator said. 

FSSAI had constituted a committee of experts to 

examine the possibilities of the presence of 

coronavirus in imported food items.   
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“The committee in its report opined that as of 

now there is no conclusive evidence for the 

food borne transmission of the virus. Corona-

virus predominately affects the respiratory sys-

tem and is spread from human to human via 

droplets while sneezing, coughing, contami-

nated hands and surfaces. The committee 

agreed with the advisories of global organiza-



tions that the predominant routes of transmis-

sion of coronavirus appear to be human to hu-

man,” the statement read. 

The food regulator also clarified that cooked 

meat, including poultry, was safe to eat. 

 
“As a precautionary measure, the committee 

has advised to avoid consumption of raw or un-

dercooked meat as well as unprocessed food 

products. Frozen food items must be consumed 

only after cooking them properly. Good hy-

gienic practices must be followed before con-

suming raw fruits and,” it said. 

Since the outbreak was reported on December 

31, 2019, in China, a total of 80,270 confirmed 

cases and 2,981 deaths have been reported in 

China. Outside of China, 12,857 confirmed cases 

and 220 deaths have been reported in 78 coun-

tries including Hong Kong, Macao and Taiwan. 

India has reported 30 positive cases so far, with 

no deaths. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



J&K: Lt Governor urges officers to promote Self Help Groups & Dairy Cooperatives 
Mar 05, 2020 

http://www.newsonair.nic.in/Main-News-Details.aspx?id=382394 

ammu and Kashmir Lieutenant Governor 

Girish Chandra Murmu has said that Dairy 

Development Sector has very high poten-

tial and can have massive contribution in the so-

cio-economic transformation of farming com-

munity, especially the marginalized, and even 

land less people. Chairing a high level meeting 

in Jammu to discuss the road map for doubling 

the milk production within next four years, the 

Lt Governor urged officers to promote Self Help 

Groups and Dairy Cooperatives and aware the 

masses about the economic prospects of lucra-

tive dairy sector. 

Speaking in the meeting, Secretary, Department 

of Animal Husbandry & Dairy, Government of 

India, Atul Chaturvedi said that 100 per cent 

central assistance is being provided to the farm-

ers at door steps by Government of India for Ar-

tificial Insemination (AI) Programme adding 

there is a target of vaccinating 53 crore animals 

twice in a year. 

 

Ethno-veterinary medicine becomes sustainable animal health intervention 
March 05, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/news/national/ethno-veterinary-medicine-becomes-sustainable-animal-

health-intervention/article30991596.ece 

DDB, Sabarkantha Milk Union jointly 

propagate use of ethno-veterinary 

medicines for effective animal 

healthcare management 

For the small and marginal dairy farmers in the 

country, alternative approaches such as ethno-

veterinary medicines (EVM) for the manage-

ment of common animal ailments would offer a 

cost-effective intervention making it more ef-

fective. 

Inaugurating the Ethno-Veterinary Preparation 

(EVP) supply chain facility of Sabarkantha Milk 

Union (SABAR), Dilip Rath, Chairman, National 

Dairy Development Board (NDDB), said the 

healthcare management of animals is im-

portant, particularly when they are maintained 

in small herds. 

“Majority of dairy farmers in our country are 

small or marginal who find it difficult to afford a 

veterinarian or bear the treatment charges 

when their animals fall sick. Adoption of alter-

native approach for the management of com-

mon ailments of animals especially through 

ethno-veterinary medicine would offer a cost-

effective and easy option to the farmers with in-

gredients usually available locally,” he said. 

NDDB is collaborating with SABAR as the incu-

bation centre to test the concepts related to 

mastitis control and propagation of EVM since 

2014. According to INAPH data, around 22 per 

cent of the cases were related to the udder ail-

ments. Due to NDDB’s intervention sub-clinical 

mastitis reduced from 55 per cent to 20 per 

cent and somatic cell count (SCC) and total 

plate count also declined. 

NDDB plans to extensively propagate the EVM 

concept by field training and motivating person-

nel involved in animal husbandry. 

SABAR is the only union in the country to have 

started a facility for ready-to-use EVM prepara-

tions for various ailments. The union is expand-

ing the reach to cover to all district cooperative 

societies to reduce the treatment costs and use 

of drugs and antibiotics. 

EVM is now being implemented as Mastitis Con-

trol Popularization Project (MCPP) in around 25 

milk unions covering about 1500 dairy coopera-

tive societies (DCS) across nine States benefiting 
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over one lakh farmers. NDDB has been propa-

gating the use of EVM for more than 14 ail-

ments including mastitis with a high success 

rate (~80% and above) wherever it has been 

carried out. 

Recognised by IDF 

This concept is also getting recognised by the 

International Dairy Federation (IDF) and IDA as 

a sustainable model for the developing world. 

Further, the use of EVM for management of 

dairy animal diseases has become more signifi-

cant in the current scenario as food safety regu-

lator — FSSAI is coming out with stringent regu-

lation on permissible limit of antibiotic/drug 

residues in milk and milk products. Use of EVM 

will result in reduced use of drugs and antibiot-

ics and thereby help decrease the incidence of 

antimicrobial resistance. 

 

 

Dairy owners, gaushalas seek early solution 
Mar 05, 2020  

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/dairy-owners-gaushalas-seek-early-solution-51113 

 
s animal skinners have stopped lifting 

dead cattle from the city, unions of 

dairy complexes and the authorities of 

Govind Gau Dham have demanded that the Mu-

nicipal Corporation (MC) and the district admin-

istration should resolve the issue and ensure 

lifting of carcasses at the earliest. 

Dead cattle are lying at various dairies, Govind 

Gau Dham and in some residential areas of the 

city as animal skinners have gone on strike. The 

Punjab Pollution Control Board (PPCB) has sent 

notices to five animal skinners to pay compen-

sation of around Rs 11.40 crore (Rs 2.28 crore 

each) for allegedly releasing ‘hadda rodi’ efflu-

ent into Sutlej river and harming the environ-

ment. 

Paramjit Singh Bobby, chairman, Haibowal Dairy 

Complex Association, said, “Dairy owners are 

facing a lot of problem as dead cattle are not 

being lifted by skinners. We will meet the Dep-

uty Commissioner on Thursday and request him 

to take required measures to get the issue re-

solved.” 

DS Oberoi, president, Tajpur Road Dairy Com-

plex Association, said, “Dead cattle is lying at 

dairies due to which we face a lot of problems. 

We request the MC and the district administra-

tion to take immediate steps so that carcasses 

can be disposed of at the earliest to avoid out-

break of any disease.” 

Meanwhile, SS Dhamija, chairman, Govind Gau 

Dham, said, “The injured and sick cows are 

taken to gaushala for treatment, but many seri-

ous cattle have died. Now, there is no arrange-

ment for lifting of carcasses. We appeal to the 

government to take required measures in this 

regards.” 

Naresh Sood, general manager, Govind Gau 

Dham, said, “The foul smell is not tolerable as 

persons, who used to dispose of dead cattle, 

are on strike. People visiting gaushala are suf-

fering too. We have also brought the matter 

into the notice of the MC authorities but to no 

avail.” 

MC carcass utilisation plant yet to be completed 

As there is no carcass utilisation plant in the 

city, animal skinners lifted dead cattle from the 

city to Ladhowal ‘hadda rodi’ (carcass disposal 

point). Now, the PPCB has given directions to 

skinners to stop releasing effluent of ‘hadda 

rodi’ in Sutlej river. The MC has been planning 
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to setup carcass utilisation plant for past one 

decade, but it has been delayed. The MC senior 

veterinary officer, Dr YP Singh, said, “The con-

struction of the MC carcass utilisation plant has 

been started. We will look into the matter of 

lifting dead cattle from the city.” 

 

होल ीः खाद्य सुरक्षा विभाग ने तेज विया छापेमार  अवभयान, 2 टन वमलािट  दूध नष्ट 
 05 Mar, 1.49 pm 

https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/hindi/punjabkesari-epaper-punjkes/holih+khady+su-

raksha+vibhag+ne+tej+kiya+chapemari+abhiyan+2+tan+milavati+dudh+nasht-newsid-169675992?ss=wsp&s=a 

 
ल गढ़: होल  पिड िो देखते हुए खाद्य 

सुरक्षा विभाग ने छापेमार  अवभयान तेज 

िर वदया है। बुधिार िो खाद्य विभाग ि  

ट म ने विजयगढ़ के्षत्र में छापेमार  

अवभयान चलाया। इस दौरान अवधिाररयोों ने 2 टन दूध 

और 1 िुों टल पन र िो नष्ट िर वदया है। अवधिाररयोों 

ने सैंपल ले वलया है सैंपल लेिर जाोंच िे वलए 

प्रयोगशाला भेजा वदया है विलहाल आरोप  मौिे से 

िरार है। 

बता दें  वि पूरा मामला थाना अिराबाद के्षत्र िे 

विजयगढ़ चौराहे िे सम प िा है। जहाों पर खाद्य 

सुरक्षा विभाग िे अवधिाररयोों ने छापामार िारडिाई िे 

दौरान 2 टन दूध ि 1 िुों टल पन र वमलािट  पाए जाने 

पर सैंपल भरते हुए दूध ि पन र िो नष्ट िराया 

है। बुधिार िो खाद्य सुरक्षा विभाग िे अवधिार  सैयद 

अबु्दल्ला खान वजलावधिार  िे वनदेशानुसार 

अिराबाद िे विजयगढ़ चौराहे पर स्थथत बडे पेमाने 

पर चल रह  दूध ि पन र ि  िेर  पर छापामार 

िारडिाई ि  है। अवधिार  ने बताया वि यह िारडिाई 

शासन िे वनदेश पर ि  गई है। उन्ोोंने िहा वि खाद्य 

सुरक्षा अवधवनयम 2006 िे अनुसार ि  िारडिाई ि  

गई है। 

 

Food Adulteration Now a Cognisable Offence, Police can Take Action: Delhi Govt Tells HC 
05 Mar, 4.26 pm 

https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/english/news18+english-epaper-newseigh/food+adulteration+now+a+cognisa-

ble+offence+police+can+take+action+delhi+govt+tells+hc-newsid-169716600?ss=wsp&s=a 

ew Delhi: The Arvind Kejriwal-led AAP 

government has told the Delhi High 

Court that under the Indian Penal Code 

(IPC), food adulteration is a cognisable offence 

against which police can take action, including 

registration of FIRs. 

The submission was made before a bench of 

Justices G S Sistani and A J Bhambhani which on 

an earlier date had said that the use of pesti-

cides and chemicals to ripen fruits amount to 

poisoning and the culprits should be sent to jail. 

The Delhi government also told the court that 

out of the 86 fruit and vegetable samples it had 

collected from various markets in the national 

capital, 15 were found to be "highly unsafe" due 

to "excess lead content". 

The Food Safety and Standards Authority of In-

dia (FSSAI) told the bench that it has developed 

a framework for 'clean and fresh fruit and vege-

table market' to address safety and hygiene 

concerns in the unorganised fresh fruit and veg-

etable sector. 
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It also said that it has identified five markets at 

INA, Kotla, Janakpuri, Ranibagh and Ghanta 

Ghar for pilot projects on food safety. 

Thereafter, it will be replicated in the markets 

of Azadpur, Daryaganj, Ghazipur and Okhla, the 

FSSAI said. 

The bench directed the FSSAI to consider publi-

cising its new scheme or framework in four local 

languages to educate all stakeholders. 

"In addition, the FSSAI may also consider carry-

ing advertisements on websites, posters, hoard-

ings, social media, cinema halls, metro stations 

and bus stops, it said. 

The court said, "a comparative chart should also 

be prepared on the roles and responsibilities of 

the FSSAI and the Agricultural Produce Market-

ing Committee (APMC) along with the account-

ability and responsibility of state governments 

and the interplay of these organisations." 

"It will enable the court to have a clearer pic-

ture of the entities involved in the matter of 

food safety and their respective roles," the 

court added. 

The order came on a public interest litigation 

(PIL) initiated by the court to monitor the use of 

pesticides on fruits and vegetables. 

Apart from the PIL initiated by the court on its 

own, it is also hearing a plea by an individual 

seeking directions to authorities to curb the use 

of pesticides and other chemicals on food prod-

ucts, especially agricultural produce, coming 

into the national capital. 

According to a report filed by amicus curiae 

Rajul Jain earlier, due to excessive use of pesti-

cides in fruits and vegetables, "various countries 

have banned the import of Indian vegetables 

and fruits and many more were under scrutiny". 

The high court had initiated the issue on its own 

after a NGO had found that vegetables and 

fruits sold in the Delhi markets contained poi-

sons capable of causing cancer and harming the 

nervous system and liver. 

The court has in the past suggested several 

measures to curb adulteration of eatables, es-

pecially fruits and vegetables, like large-scale 

testing and sending back contaminated food 

products to manufacturers or farmers.  

Don’t allow it to be cowed down 
March 5, 2020 5:06:48 am 

https://indianexpress.com/article/india/dairy-consumption-india-indian-express-6299595/ 

 
taly has just four lakh buffaloes, which it 

guards as a precious national resource. 

Mozzarella cheese, indispensable to pizza, 

owes its origins to milk from the Italian water 

buffalo. Buffalo mozzarella from Southern It-

aly’s Campania region enjoys both geographical 

indication/designation of origin and trademark 

protection as “Mozzarella Di Bufala Campania”. 

India, by contrast, has 109.85 million buffaloes, 

as per the latest Livestock Census for 2019. 

Moreover, as the accompanying chart shows, 

the country’s buffalo population has been ris-

ing, even while cattle numbers have fallen dur-

ing the last three decades. In 2018-19, buffaloes 

contributed to 91.82 million tonnes (mt) or 

48.9% of our estimated total milk production of 

187.75 mt — more than the 51.26 mt from 

crossbred/exotic cows and 38.57 mt from indig-

enous/nondescript cattle. India also houses 

over 56% of the world’s buffalo stock. 

Yet, for some unexplained reasons, we have rel-

egated the buffalo to the margins of livestock 

policy and governance. Till 1999, Codex Alimen-

tarius — the international standards, guidelines 

and codes of practices relating to food safety 
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and quality — mandated separate labeling for 

milk that was from a genus or species other 

than cow (Bos Taurus), thereby automatically 

excluding the buffalo (Bubalus bubalis). The 

stakes for India being very high, a definition 

proposed by us got adopted after much discus-

sion under Codex Standard 206-1999. Milk now 

included “the normal mammary secretion of 

[all] milking animals” and these covered cows 

and buffaloes as well as goats and sheep. Inter-

estingly, the US Department of Agriculture, 

even today, takes into account only “cow milk” 

in its world dairy markets and trade reports! 

 
While ignorance in western nations, deliberate 

or otherwise, is understandable, it is surprising 

to see the buffalo being accorded very little 

space in any serious public discourse on dairy-

ing even within India. This is all the more strik-

ing when the bulk of pouched milk sold here is a 

mix of both cow and buffalo milk. Also, our own 

traditional standards for milk, including the pro-

curement price paid to farmers, have been de-

termined by the percentage of fat. Buffalo milk 

contains higher fat (6.5-7%) as well as solids-

not-fat (9-9.7%) content than the corresponding 

3-3.5% and 8.3-8.8% levels for cow milk. 

One reason for the cow’s elevated status even 

in India may have to do with religious and cul-

tural beliefs, although it holds no distinct ad-

vantage over the buffalo in pure dairy econom-

ics terms. If anything, the spiritual halo around 

the cow imposes restrictions on harnessing its 

full economic potential. While there are those 

who propagate the virtues of cow milk, scien-

tific evidence does not testify to any significant 

difference in its nutritive value and digestibility 

over the milk of buffaloes. The health-conscious 

urban consumer should actually find solace in 

the cholesterol content of buffalo milk being 

lower than in cow milk. This does not in any 

way establish the superiority of one over the 

other; it’s simply to reassure that buffalo is as 

good a source of milk as cow. Being indigenous 

to our land, it raises no ideological hackles of 

https://indianexpress.com/about/taurus/


desi versus videshi either. We are, indeed, twice 

blessed to have both buffaloes and cows in 

abundant numbers and contributing almost 

equally to our becoming the world’s largest milk 

producer. 

For the dairy farmer, the buffalo is a relatively 

low-maintenance animal, not too finicky about 

the quality or taste of its food. It can survive on 

coarse fodder and crop residues, while having a 

very efficient conversion capacity. That makes 

the buffalo an ideal choice for small farmers, 

who would struggle to rear exotic or even cross-

bred cows that demand high-cost feed. Further, 

it is an asset amenable to being sold on an as-is-

where-is basis, even beyond its productive milk-

ing life. There’s no religious, cultural or social 

taboo on slaughter of buffaloes. During 2018-19 

alone, 1.24 mt of buffalo meat valued at Rs 

25,168.31 crore got exported from India. No 

wonder, stray buffaloes are an unknown phe-

nomenon. This is unlike stray cattle that num-

bered over five million in the 2019 Census. With 

farm mechanisation and artificial insemination 

also undermining the cow’s utility as the 

mother of work bullocks and breeding bulls, the 

buffalo is a hands-down winner for the average 

farmer. 

Given the farmer’s growing preference for rear-

ing buffaloes, the urban consumer would do 

well not to be swayed by the marketing hype 

over “A2” milk from cows or the mystical quali-

ties attached to milk from specific desi breeds. 

At the end of the day, milk is milk and its com-

position essentially identical across animals. The 

milk from cow and buffalo have got adapted for 

human consumption, as these were the earliest 

animals that were domesticated for dairying 

and bred over time to produce higher volumes. 

Strictly speaking, it is milk from equines that is 

the closest to human milk — low in protein and 

fat, rich in lactose. But not many have ventured 

into marketing of donkey milk — or achieved 

commercial success at any rate. There’s not 

much to choose between the milk of different 

animals, whose principal constituent is water 

ranging between about 83% and 91%. Ulti-

mately, it all boils down to acquired tastes and 

individual preferences. 

For dairies, buffalo milk is decidedly superior to 

cow milk in terms of having more solids con-

tent, which means transporting less water. All 

dairy products from cow milk can be made from 

buffalo milk, with the same standards and qual-

ity. Yield of products from every litre processed, 

too, is higher — be it ghee, butter, skimmed 

milk powder, condensed milk or paneer. The 

cheese obtained from buffalo milk has better 

chewing and stringing properties, while its yo-

ghurt is thicker and ghee/butter have better 

texture. Cow milk may be suitable for tradi-

tional soft products and sweets such as 

chhanna, sandesh, rasogolla and chumchum, 

but it does not hold any great comparative ad-

vantage. On the other hand, the higher fat con-

tent in buffalo milk, which can always be toned 

down, endows it greater versatility; the higher 

calories per unit weight would fit the require-

ment of the athlete or wrestler, while its extra 

calcium and minerals makes children healthier. 

Gentle, docile, unwieldy and a not-so-holy crea-

ture it might be. But for the farmer, it is an in-

valuable asset that yields a return even after 

ceasing to give milk. For the dairy entrepreneur, 

it offers immense possibilities of value addition 

through a plethora of products. For the con-

sumer, there can be nothing better than buffalo 

milk and the heavenly aroma from its malai — 

the creamy layer that thickens further upon 

boiling and storing. 

Shridhar is former Secretary, Ministry of Fisher-

ies, Animal Husbandry and Dairying, Govern-

ment of India; Gupta is Editor-Publisher, Dairy 

India Yearbook, New Delhi. 

 

 



2 held for supplying adulterated milk to Andheri hotels, tea stalls 
MARCH 05, 2020 00:37 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/2-held-for-supplying-adulterated-milk-to-andheri-hotels-tea-

stalls/article30985290.ece 

rime Branch seizes 271 litres branded 

milk mixed with contaminated water 

A day after The Hindu reported about a 

worrying 79% of branded and loose milk being 

adulterated as per a recent study, the Mumbai 

Police Crime Branch on Wednesday busted a 

major milk adulteration racket operating out of 

Andheri and arrested two people. 

According to Crime Branch sources, police con-

stable Ravindra Mane with the Crime Branch 

Unit VIII received a tip-off that milk was being 

adulterated with unclean water and supplied to 

tea stalls and hotels in Andheri. Acting on the 

information, two teams led by police sub-in-

spectors Mahesh Togarwad and Deepak Sawant 

kept a watch on Telugu Chawl in Sahar Village 

and intercepted two men who were carrying a 

large consignment of branded milk pouches. 

The suspects, Swami Nathi (52) and Satayya Na-

thi (42), were questioned and allegedly admit-

ted to running the racket. “They would buy one-

litre milk pouches produced by brands like Amul 

and Nandini in large quantities from wholesal-

ers and bring it home, where they would make 

small openings in the pouches. They would 

drain out around 100 to 150 millilitres of the 

contents of each pouch and replace it with tap 

water mixed with powdered milk. The pouches 

would then be resealed using candles,” police 

inspector Ajay Joshi, in-charge of the Unit VIII, 

said. 

Mr. Joshi said this milk would then be sold to 

tea stalls and hotels in the area. The accused 

have been supplying the adulterated milk to at 

least four to five establishments for the last two 

months. Preliminary inquiries have also estab-

lished that they only moved into their current 

residences two months ago, and the police are 

finding out if they were running the same racket 

elsewhere prior to this. 

The Crime Branch has seized 271 litres of 

branded milk and also informed the Food and 

Drug Administration (FDA). FDA officers have 

given a preliminary report certifying the milk 

seized from the spot as adulterated. The ac-

cused have been booked under the Indian Penal 

Code and the Food Safety and Standards Act. 

 

Mumbai: CSMT Becomes Eat Right Station, Gets 5-Star Rating By FSSAI 
Mar 04, 2020 

https://www.mid-day.com/articles/mumbai-csmt-becomes-eat-right-station-gets-5-star-rating-by-fssai/22657236 

 

umbai's Chhatrapati Shivaji Maharaj 

Terminus (CSMT) on Wednesday be-

came the Eat Right station. The Food 

Safety and Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) 

on Wednesday conferred Chhatrapati Shivaji 

Maharaj Terminus (CSMT) station of Central 

Railway with 'Eat Right Station' certification 

with a five-star rating. 

Eat Right Station is a part of the 'Eat Right India' 

movement launched by FSSAI and Hindustan 

Unilever Limited (HUL) aimed at promoting food 

safety and hygiene at the static catering units at 
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Railway Stations. 

The food quality regulator of FSSAI and HUL 

along with Officers of Central Railways (CR) and 

Indian Railway Catering & Tourism Corporation 

(IRCTC) and food auditors inspected Food Plaza, 

Jan - Ahaar, Base Kitchen, Retail Catering stalls 

and other catering establishments at the CSMT 

station and certified and rated the standard of 

food. 

CSMT has been judged on the basis of compli-

ance of food safety and hygiene, availability of 

healthy diet, food handling at preparation, tran-

shipment and retail/ serving point, food waste 

management, promotion of local and seasonal 

food and creating awareness on food safety and 

healthy diet. After the final audit, the FSSAI 

awarded a five-star rating with 88 percent 

scope to CSMT Station. Chhatrapati Shivaji Ma-

haraj Terminus (CSMT) is the first station on 

Central Railway to have been given this certifi-

cation. 

'Eat Right India' movement is built on two broad 

pillars of 'Eat Healthy' and 'Eat Safe'. The "Eat 

Healthy" pillar of the movement is about nudg-

ing citizens to make healthy food choices and 

building healthy food habits. It encourages 

them to choose nutritious and fortified foods in 

the right proportion and limit foods that are 

high in salt, sugar, and fat. The 'Eat Safe' pillar is 

about ensuring food safety to prevent food-

borne diseases. It includes maintaining hygiene 

and sanitation, both personal and environmen-

tal, proper waste disposal, following safe food 

practices and combating adulteration. 

This concept has been promoted and supported 

by the Railways to help passengers make 

healthy and right food choices.  The food busi-

ness at stations is a major attraction for passen-

gers and Central Railway and IRCTC have joined 

hands to ensure that healthy and tasty food in a 

hygienic manner is sold at the catering units. 

The behavioural change in the catering staff in 

preparation, storage, and distribution of food 

has been emphasized in the training given to 

the licensees of the catering units which will go 

a long way in inculcating the culture of health 

and hygiene in food business on Railways. 

Sanjeev Mittal, General Manager received the 

award from Dr. Yogesh Kamat, Director West-

ern Region FSSAI, at CSMT in presence of B.K. 

Dadabhoy, Principal Chief Commercial Man-

ager, Prabhat Ranjan, Chief Commercial Man-

ager (Catering), Iti Pandey, Chief Commercial 

Manager (Passenger Services), Central Railway, 

Rahul Himalian, Group General Manager, IRCTC, 

Padmamohan T, General Manager (T), IRCTC, 

N.K. Pipil, Jitender Kumar, Joint General Manag-

ers (catering), IRCTC Sourav Chatterji, National 

Channel Manager, HUL and senior railway offic-

ers of Central Railway. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



79% milk in Maharashtra is adulterated: study 
MARCH 04, 2020 01:25 IST 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/79-milk-in-state-is-adulterated-study/article30976549.ece 

  
Only 15% branded milk packets match FSSAI 

standards, loose milk fares better at 22% stand-

ardisation 

A worrying 79% of branded or loose milk availa-

ble in the market is adulterated, the latest an-

nual report by the Consumer Guidance Society 

of India (CGSI) has found. 

According to CGSI, a non-profit consumer or-

ganisation, 413 samples of milk packets were 

tested for their fat and solids-not-fat (SNF) con-

tents from January 2019 to December 2019. Of 

these, only 87 milk samples (21%) complied to 

the standard specifications set by the Food 

Safety and Standard Authority of India (FSSAI). 

The report said of all the milk samples, 73 were 

branded packets and only 11 of them (15%) ad-

hered to the standard mark. The remaining 85% 

of the branded milk currently sold in the market 

was adulterated. 

 
5% more adulteration 

Commenting on the findings of the survey, Dr. 

Sitaram Dixit, chairman, CGSI, said, “Milk forms 

an essential portion for all concerned and it 

needs to be complying with the standards of 

FSSAI. As compared to the research conducted 

for 2018, the adulteration has increased by 5% 

this year.” 

The report also said of the 340 non-branded or 

loose milk packets tested, 76 samples, which 

made up for 22%, were standardised, while the 

remaining 264 packets (78%) were found to be 

adulterated. 

The high rate of adulteration of milk continues 

despite it being made a non-bailable offence in 

Maharashtra. In the last five months alone, the 

Mumbai Police Crime Branch has busted several 

milk adulteration rackets operating out of the 

city. 

Rackets galore 

In a raid conducted in Goregaon in January, the 

Crime Branch had seized over 219 litres of adul-

terated milk, which was being packaged under 

reputed brand names. Whereas, in October last 

year, the Crime Branch had busted a different 

https://www.thehindu.com/news/cities/mumbai/79-milk-in-state-is-adulterated-study/article30976549.ece


racket and seized 500 litres of oxytocin, a chem-

ical used for increasing milk production in milch 

animals, which was being supplied to dairy 

farmers. 

In a similar raid in August last year, the Crime 

Branch had raided a society in Andheri where 

milk produced by popular dairy brands were be-

ing adulterated. 

“The rackets are well organised, with milk pack-

ets being collected from trucks in the dead of 

the night or early in the morning, at a pick-up 

point well away from the hub. The adulteration 

itself goes on through the day, with the milk be-

ing repackaged and pumped into the market as 

fast as possible to reap maximum profits,” a 

Crime Branch officer said. 

 

 

Banas Dairy bags award for going green 
Mar 04, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/rajkot/banas-dairy-bags-award-for-going-green/arti-

cleshow/74465947.cms 

alanpur: The Banas Dairy on Tuesday 

bagged the Amul Green Award for its 

work on environment conservation and 

preservation. 

Dairy’s in-charge managing director Kamraj 

Chaudhary received the award from managing 

director of Gujarat Coopertive Milk Marketing 

Federation (GCMMF), RS Sodhi at Anand on 

Tuesday. 

Dairy chairman Shankar Chaudhary said milk 

producers, social workers, forest officials, envi-

ronment lovers of the Banaskantha were in-

volved in this effort and helped to plant a total 

of 67 lakh trees making Banaskantha green. It 

plans to plant 10 crore trees in next 10 years 

 

Lt Governor reviews roadmap for expansion of Dairy Sector 
MARCH 4, 2020 

https://kashmirlife.net/lt-governor-reviews-roadmap-for-expansion-of-dairy-sector-224736/ 

t Governor Girish Chandra Murmu on 

Wednesday chaired a high-level meeting 

to discuss the roadmap for doubling the milk 

production within the next four years. 

 
The meeting was attended by Rajeev Rai 

Bhatnagar, Advisor to Lt Governor; Atul Chatur-

vedi, Secretary, Department of Animal Hus-

bandry & Dairy, Government of India; B.V.R 
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Subrahmanyam, Chief Secretary, J&K; Arun Ku-

mar Mehta, Financial Commissioner, Finance 

Department; Dr Asgar Hassan Samoon, Principal 

Secretary to Government, Animal and Sheep 

Husbandry Department; Mihir Kumar Singh, 

Joint Secretary, C&DD, Department of Animal 

Husbandry & Dairying, Government of India; 

Abdul Majid Bhat, Commissioner/Secretary to 

Government, Cooperative Department; Sh. Ra-

jesh Kumar Chhibber, Chairman J&K Bank; R.S 

Sodhi, Managing Director, GCMMF, Anand, Guj-

rat; Director, Animal Husbandry, Jammu; Direc-

tor Animal Husbandry, Kashmir; Mission Direc-

tor, Dairy development Mission; besides senior 

officers from National Dairy Development 

Board (NDDB), NABARD & Animal Husbandry 

Department. 

In the meeting, it was informed that J&K pro-

duces 70 Lac Litres milk daily out of which, 

about 2.5 lac Litres milk is processed by cooper-

atives and private companies. Further, 177.66 

Thousand Metric Tons of milk and milk products 

worth Rs 962.92 crores are imported annually. 

The department has achieved 29% Artificial In-

semination and targets to achieve 70% in the 

next two years and is aiming to promote dairy 

farming as a commercial activity with a focus to 

generate huge employment. 

Atul Chaturvedi, Secretary, Department of Ani-

mal Husbandry & Dairy, Government of India 

briefed the meeting that 100 % central assis-

tance is being provided to the farmers at door-

steps by Government of India for Artificial In-

semination (AI) Programme and there is a tar-

get of vaccinating 53 crore animals twice in a 

year. He further informed that the Government 

of India is working on a three-pronged strategy 

to double the milk production and Dairy farm-

ers’ income by ensuring disease-free animals, 

breed improvement, and input cost reduction. 

The Lt Governor directed the concerned officers 

to prepare a comprehensive database for cover-

ing all the cattle under vaccination and improve 

the AI percentage to ensure increase in the 

number of high-quality Cross Bred animals, as-

serting that dairy Development Sector has very 

high potential and can have massive contribu-

tion in the socio-economic transformation of 

farming community, especially the marginal-

ized, and even landless people. He urged them 

to adopt a pro-active approach for achieving 

the targets and derive maximum benefits of the 

Government of India schemes. 

A threadbare discussion was held to work out a 

result-oriented strategy aimed at plugging the 

gaps and improving the milk production & sup-

ply in the UT. Various aspects including Back-

ward and Forward linkages, input cost reduc-

tion, multi-agency coordination, capacity build-

ing etc. were discussed for arriving at the de-

sired outcomes. 

For reaching out to the rural areas, he advised 

the concerned to adopt the Cluster approach 

and develop Milk Collection Centres at the low-

est possible level like Blocks and Panchayats. He 

exhorted the officers to promote Self Help 

Groups and Dairy Cooperatives and aware the 

masses about the economic prospects of the lu-

crative dairy sector. 

 

Massive economy to tap into but dairy tariff high 
4 March 2020 

https://www.odt.co.nz/opinion/massive-economy-tap-dairy-tariff-high 

 am sitting in Mumbai airport reflecting on 

what I have learned as part of a New Zea-

land trade delegation to India. 

How about this: the average age of an Indian 

living in India is 29 and that average won’t in-

crease until 2042. India’s population grows in 

size by New Zealand’s population every year. 

I 
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In a country of 1.3billion people, the Govern-

ment has in the past few years rolled out the 

biggest biometric ID system in the world. Prior 

to this, 40% of births went unregistered. 

This complex, colourful, chaotic country aver-

ages annual GDP growth of 7.5% and is ex-

pected to grow from a market size of $US2.8tril-

lion to $US18 trillion ($NZ4.5trillion to 

$NZ28.7trillion) during my lifetime. The timing 

of the trade delegation is almost uncanny as 

Covid-19 virus wreaks havoc in China and on the 

world’s trading economy. 

As a country, we are overexposed to China, 

which we have known for some time, but it 

takes tremendous discipline and resources for 

businesses to diversify their markets in the face 

of China’s insatiability — until a crisis that is. 

AbacusBio has been working in the Bihar region 

of India for a few years now, led by my col-

league Peter Amer and in collaboration with Dr 

Chanda Nimbkar from the Nimbkar Agricultural 

Research Institute and with the Aga Khan Foun-

dation. 

The project is funded by the Bill and Melinda 

Gates Foundation and aims to empower rural 

women to improve the health, management 

and genetics of their goats. AbacusBio’s soft-

ware product, Dtreo is being used for data cap-

ture and analytics. 

The whole programme is starting to make a real 

impact in terms of nutritional and commercial 

returns for families. As I take in this country, I 

find myself constantly challenged thinking 

about how I fit what I have learned with what 

the opportunities for New Zealand might be and 

the opportunities for AbacusBio. 

For many years, the New Zealand Government 

has strived to achieve a free trade agreement 

with India — the blockage to success being 

dairy. India is the largest producer and con-

sumer of dairy products. 

New Zealand produces a fraction of what India 

produces, yet New Zealand and Fonterra, are 

seen as dairy ‘‘giants’’ and because of that there 

is a belief that an FTA between our countries 

will mean that we will flood the Indian market 

with our milk products and Indian farmers will 

suffer. 

Farmers in India generally don’t own land, they 

are the poorest of the poor working the land for 

a pittance, yet because of their numbers they 

hold tremendous voting power. Rural India 

makes up greater than 50% of India’s popula-

tion and India is the world’s largest democracy 

— in a democracy every vote counts. On top of 

that, political changes which hurt rural India 

send migrants in droves to the cities, where 

they create more slums and headaches for the 

Government. 

The take-home message for New Zealand: don’t 

hold your breath for a free trade agreement 

with India which includes dairy. And the take-

home message for our traditional agricultural 

exporters: don’t come here unless you can sur-

vive paying tariffs higher than 30%. 

There are good news stories — New Zealand 

food companies paving the way in India include 

a young company, QualityNZ, distributing New 

Zealand lamb, seafood and other products in to 

5-star hotels and into first-class airline cabins. 

There are also New Zealand technology and ser-

vice companies gliding under the tariff barriers, 

such as Valocity Global and ReDesign. Ulti-

mately, technology, education and high-end 

food offer our best export path into this econ-

omy, especially in the short term. 

I need another column to share more insights 

and even then, I will never do this country jus-

tice. 

In the meantime, I fly to Colombo to investigate 

opportunities to collaborate scientifically and 

commercially with Ayurvedic plant medicine ex-

perts — never a dull moment. 

As I sign off, I leave you with this from Jeff Be-

zoz, founder of Amazon: ‘‘I predict that the 21st 

century is going to be the Indian century. The 

dynamism, the energy, everywhere I go here is 

amazing.’’ 



Letter to BS: Indian diary market could focus on camel milk production 
March 3, 2020 21:59 IST 

https://www.business-standard.com/article/opinion/letter-to-bs-indian-diary-market-could-focus-on-camel-milk-

production-120030301613_1.html 

 
his refers to the news report “Crisil SME 

Tracker: Profitability of dairy units will 

rebound in FY21” (March 3). Amidst ris-

ing competition and falling prices, one way for-

ward for the Indian diary market could be to fo-

cus more on camel milk production. Camel milk 

is considered white gold and a powerhouse of 

good health for its rich nutrients and immunity-

building properties. It is imperative we find a 

way to popularise the camel milk. Many are al-

ready taking steps in this direction, a lot of re-

search is going on and now it is easily being 

marketed, but it needs further encouragement 

— like financing by banks. The byproducts of 

camel milk have to be showcased. Amul has 

been marketing camel milk in bottles. Pioneer-

ing work has also been done by Lokhit Pashu-

Palak Sansthan at Sadari in Pali, Rajasthan. 

It is a sure source of income augmentation for 

herders who keep camels along with cows and 

sheep. Camel Karma: Twenty Years Among In-

dia’s Camel Nomads, a book by Ilse Köhler-

Rollefson gives great and valuable insights on 

camel rearing by the Raika community. 

 

FSSAI cautions food biz against fake order seeking Rs 1,200 fine 
New Delhi, Mar 3 

https://www.outlookindia.com/newsscroll/fssai-cautions-food-biz-against-fake-order-seeking-rs-1200-

fine/1750817 

ood safety regulator FSSAI on Tuesday 

cautioned against a fake order imposing 

one-year security fine of Rs 1,200 on 

food businesses which is being circulated on so-

cial media. 

While clarifying that it has not issued any such 

order, the food regulator said it is taking legal 

action about this incident of forgery and 

spreading a fake order. 

The FSSAI has also advised food businesses to 

verify or confirm the veracity of any order re-

leased by FSSAI on its official website before 

making any payment or initiating any other ac-

tion. 

A fake notice in the name of Food Safety and 

Standards Authority of India (FSSAI) that "an or-

der FNo Std/SP-10/T (Formaldehyde) dated 

12.02.2020" in this regard is being circulated on 

social media and amongst food businesses, the 

regulator said in a statement. 

"It is clarified that FSSAI has not issued any such 

order dated 12.02.2020 related to a fine of Rs 

1200," FSSAI said. 

 All the food businesses and other stakeholders 

including State Food Safety Authorities are ad-

vised to verify / confirm the veracity of any or-

der released by FSSAI on its official website be-

fore making any payment or initiating any other 

action, it added. 
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"It appears some individuals are trying to cheat 

food businesses or other stakeholders through 

these fake orders. Combatting such mischief 

and fake news requires one to be vigilant," 

FSSAI said. 

The FSSAI requested to alert the appropriate 

authorities in the state food safety departments 

or at FSSAI''s regional offices or headquarters at 

Delhi if anyone comes across such mischief. PTI 

LUX MR MR 

 

Amul Ad Urges People to Take Precautions Against Coronavirus, Ad Says 'Better Saaf 

Than Sorry!' 
Mar 03, 2020 05:13 PM IST 

https://www.latestly.com/social-viral/amul-ad-urges-people-to-take-precautions-against-coronavirus-ad-says-bet-

ter-saaf-than-sorry-1574509.html 

s Coronavirus continues to infect peo-

ple and take lives, Indian dairy brand 

Amul created a topical ad on it urging 

people to stay safe and adopt the precautionary 

measure. Amul's new topical ad has the phot of 

their mascot washing hands in a washbasin. It 

has 'Better saaf (clean) than sorry' and 'Amul 

safe!' written on it. The ad was tweeted with 

the caption, "#Amul Topical: Precautions 

against the Coronavirus!" The picture was quick 

to reach social media users who praised their 

creativity. Amul is known for their topical ads 

which are quite creative and innovative. Is Coro-

navirus an Epidemic or a Pandemic? Know The 

Meaning and Difference Between These Terms. 

It is important to remain clean to keep oneself 

away from germs. Cough, fever, runny nose, 

sore throat, difficulty in breathing are some of 

the symptoms of coronavirus. People who are 

suffering from these issues are advised to keep 

themselves away from public places. CDC said 

that people should practise proper sneezing and 

coughing. One should wash hands at least 20 

seconds. Coronavirus Live Map: How to Track 

The Spread of COVID-19 Across The Globe With 

This Dashboard. 

On Tuesday, the death toll due to the novel 

coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak in China rose 

to 2,943. Authorities informed that the con-

firmed cases has reached to 80,151. Chinese 

health authorities reported 125 new confirmed 

cases of novel coronavirus infection and 31 

deaths on the Chinese mainland. The deadly vi-

rus has now spread to 67 countries in the world. 

The Indian government on Tuesday issued an 

advisory, suspending visas and e-visas granted 

on or before March 3 for four coronavirus-af-

fected countries — Italy, Iran, South Korea, and 

Japan. Coronavirus first originated in the Chi-

nese city of Wuhan and has since then spread 

to several countries across the world, including 

India and the aforementioned countries. 

 

 

Union min to chair meet to discuss FSSAI issues 
Mar 3, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/madurai/union-min-to-chair-meet-to-discuss-fssai-issues/arti-

cleshow/74448607.cms 

nion minister for health and family 

welfare Dr Harsh Vardhan will chair a 

meeting comprising officials, scientific 

panel of the Food Safety and Standards Author-

ity of India (FSSAI) and stakeholders from the in-

dustry in the first week of April to workout solu-

tions for various long pending issues. 

The minister gave this assurance to representa-

tives of the Tamilnadu Foodgrains Merchants 
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Association Limited (TFMAL) when they submit-

ted a memorandum to him during his recent 

visit to Madurai on the suggestions and recom-

mendations to remove the shortcomings and 

defects of the Food Safety and Standards Act, 

2006, Rules and Regulations 2011. 

“The minister said the meeting will be held in 

the first week of April after the Parliamentary 

session. He will discuss issues for which we have 

been repeatedly making representations,” asso-

ciation president S P Jeyapragasam told TOI. 

In their memorandum, TFMAL requested single 

licence system for all the places and facilities of 

a food business operator (FBO). 

Food safety officers issue the analytical test re-

port on lifted samples only if the product is sub-

standard or unsafe. The association added that 

if the same lifted sample is meeting the quality 

standard, the issuance of test report as safe will 

encourage FBO and enhance his business. Au-

thorities lifting samples should educate FBOs 

that the fourth sample can be sent to the any 

nodal lab as per the latter’s wish. 

 

 

'80 crore plastic bags used for selling milk, dairy products in Punjab in 2018-19' 
03rd March 2020 12:59 AM 

https://www.newindianexpress.com/nation/2020/mar/03/80-crore-plastic-bags-used-for-selling-milk-dairy-prod-

ucts-in-punjab-in-2018-19-2111246.html 

HANDIGARH: The state-owned Milkfed 

used around 80 crore plastic pouches to 

sell milk and dairy products in 2018-19, 

the Punjab Assembly was informed on Monday. 

Replying to a question in the ongoing budget 

session here, the state health minister Balbir 

Singh Sidhu said: "To produce these plastic 

bags, 1,803.679 metric tonne of plastic film was 

used." Of the total 1,25,988 lakh litres of milk 

processed in the organised sector in the state in 

2018-19, Milkfed (Punjab State Cooperative 

Milk Producers' Federation) processed 5,991.76 

lakh litres of milk. 

Congress MLA Avtar Singh Junior said that plas-

tic was a big source of pollution and health haz-

ard and asked the minister whether the state 

government would end use of plastic bags in 

milk while pointing out that Mother Dairy in 

Delhi had installed dispensing units at several 

places for milk supplies. 

To this, Sidhu said this matter was under con-

sideration of the state government and would 

soon be implemented. 

 

Actor Jayaram to endorse quality products of KFL to boost entrepreneurship in dairy sec-

tor 
Mar 2, 2020 

http://www.uniindia.com/actor-jayaram-to-endorse-quality-products-of-kfl-to-boost-entrepreneurship-in-dairy-

sector/south/news/1904755.html 

ochi, Mar 2 (UNI) Superstar Jayaram 

will endorse the wide range of quality 

products of the state-owned Kerala 

Feeds Limited (KFL), seeking to boost entrepre-

neurship in the dairy sector and attract young-

sters to the high-potential segment. 

A dairy farm owner himself, Jayaram has agreed 

to go with great flair to promote KFL’s products 

as the Brand Ambassador of Kerala’s leading 

livestock feed manufacturer, KFL Chairman In-

dushekaran Nair and Managing Director Dr B 

Sreekumar said at a press conference here on 

Monday in the presence of actor Jayaram. 
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“The prime aim of KFL is to support dairy farm-

ers in the state. ‘Quality milk and healthy cows’ 

is our moto,” Mr Nair said, adding that a move 

was on to make Kerala self-sufficient in milk 

production by this year-end. 

“This can be met by ensuring that the dairy 

farmers and livestock keepers get sufficient 

quantity of feed at affordable prices. It is to 

achieve this goal that the company has drawn 

up new projects,” he said. 

Jayaram’s hi-tech ‘Anand’ dairy farm at 

Thottuva on the banks of the Periyar near 

Kalady of Ernakulam district is being developed 

as a ‘model farm’, based out of which the 54-

year-old actor will endorse KFL’s products and 

promote dairy farming as a highly gainful and 

creative engagement. 

पशुपालन-मत्स्य पालन िे वलए भ  विसान के्रविट िािड सुविधा 
 02 Mar, 7.06 am 

https://m.dailyhunt.in/news/india/hindi/khaskhabar-epaper-

khaskhab/pashupalan+matsy+palan+ke+lie+bhi+kisan+kredit+kard+suvidha-newsid-168927814 

यपुर। पशुपालन एिों मत्स्य पालन 

गवतविवधयोों िे वलए भ  विसान के्रविट 

िािड से अल्पिाल न ऋण सुविधा वमल 

सिेग । पशुपालन विभाग ने प्रदेशभर में अवभयान 

चलािर 35 हजार से अवधि पशुपालिोों िो विसान 

के्रविट िािड से जोडा है। 

पशुपालन मोंत्र  लाल चोंद िटाररया ने बताया वि 

विसान के्रविट िािड ि  सुविधाओों िा विस्तार िरते 

हुए इसे पशुपालन एिों मत्स्य पालन से जोडा गया है। 

पशुपालिोों से आिेदन प्राप्त िर सोंबद्ध बैंिोों िो 

अगे्रवित विए गए हैं। इससे श्रवमिोों ि  मजदूर  िा 

भुगतान, पशुओों िे वलए चारा ि दाना खर दने, 

वबजल -पान , पशु वचवित्सा एिों पशु ब मा िे वलए 

िायडश ल पूोंज  उपलब्ध हो सिेग । 

पशुपालन विभाग िे सवचि िॉ. राजेश शमाड ने बताया 

वि विवभन्न पशु वचवित्सा सोंथथाओों िे माध्यम से 

अवभयान चलािर पशुपालिोों िो विसान के्रविट 

िािड से जोडा जा रहा है। उन्ोोंने बताया वि पशुपालन 

एिों िेयर  गवतविवधयोों िे वलए विसान के्रविट िािड 

बनिा सिते हैं और िािड ि  वलवमट बढ़िा सिते हैं। 

इसिे वलए वनधाडररत प्रपत्र िो भरिर सोंबद्ध बैंि में 

जमा िरना होगा। उन्ोोंने पशुपालिोों, मत्स्य पालिोों 

एिों िेयर  विसानोों से विसान के्रविट िािड आिेदन 

िरिाने में सहयोग िे वलए सभ  वजला िलेक्टरोों िो 

पत्र वलखा है। 

 

Maharashtra government likely to reverse cow-protection scheme 
Mar 2, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/india/maharashtra-government-likely-to-reverse-cow-protection-scheme/ar-

ticleshow/74432097.cms?UTM_Source=Google_Newsstand&UTM_Campaign=RSS_Feed&UTM_Medium=Referral 

UMBAI: The Maha Vikas Aghadi 

(MVA) government is likely to re-

verse yet another decision taken by 

its predecessor — the cow-protection scheme 

Govardhan Govansh Seva Kendra (GGSK) 

launched by the Devendra Fadnavis-led BJP-

Sena alliance after a beef ban came into effect 

in the state. The scheme intended to boost in-

frastructure at cow sheds (gaushalas), especially 

set up to conserve, protect and develop cattle 

and progeny. 

Dairy and animal husbandry minister Sunil 

Kedar told TOI that the current government is 

taking a review of the scheme. 

“We have not reached any conclusions yet. The 

department has been asked to review the 

scheme and prepare a report on how much 

funds have been spent, the impact of the 

scheme and other details,” said Kedar. 

A senior official saidthat GGSK funds may not be 

released from now on as neither Congress nor 

NCP — constituents of the MVA, along with Shiv 
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Sena — is interested to go ahead with the 

scheme. A minister said that the Uddhav Thack-

eray-led government is not in a mood to con-

tinue with the scheme also because most 

gaushala functionaries are linked to RSS. 

 

Campaign launched in Cooch Behar against adulterated milk 
MARCH 2, 2020 BY SILIGURI TIMES 

https://siliguritimes.com/campaign-launched-in-cooch-behar-against-adulterated-milk/ 

 
ooch Behar, 02nd March: A campaign 

was launched at the Mathabhanga mar-

ket against adulterated milk. The 

Mathabhanga Sub-divisional Officer, Jitin Yadav, 

and the Officer of the Food Department, Paro-

mita Gogoi, inspected the Mathabhanga milk 

market on Monday evening. 

During the inspection, adulterated milk was re-

covered from a trader, who was then taken to 

the Sub-divisional Office for interrogation. The 

Officer of the Food Department, Paromita 

Gogoi, stated that the issue of adulterated milk 

at the Mathabhanga market was being raised 

for several days. Hence, a campaign was 

launched, in this context. Gogoi further stated 

that the campaign will be launched continu-

ously. 

 

Students from India learn US dairy practices 
Mar 1, 2020 at 1:01 AM 

https://www.newsrepublican.com/news/20200301/students-from-india-learn-us-dairy-practices 

hen they first set foot in Iowa, An-

kita Rani and Arubam Mona quickly 

realized they were about to experi-

ence something entirely new. 

Rani and Mona were born and raised in India 

and each aspires to run a dairy farm in their 

home country. 

The young women will spend the better part of 

a year living and working at Brimeyer Farms, an 

expansive dairy operation located in Sherrill. In 

both its scope and sophistication, Rani quickly 

realized the farm was unlike any she had seen 

before. 

“Where we did our training, it was small. We 

have never been to a farm this big,” said Rani. 

“And in India, more of their work is manual. 

They don’t have these automatic systems.” 

The two women were introduced to agriculture 

at a young age. Rani’s father owned a small 

dairy farm, and Mona’s family operated a mod-

est poultry operation. 

They studied agriculture at the same college 

and became roommates. Each graduated in 

2019, and they now plan to helm separate dairy 

operations with their families in India. 

Both women realize that a visit to agriculture-

rich America could give them a leg up. 

They came to the U.S. thanks to Communicating 

for Agriculture Education Programs, commonly 

referred to as CAEP. The organization offers 

paid international agriculture exchange pro-

grams that facilitate the spread of ideas and ag-

riculture practices. 

Based in Minnesota, CAEP was founded in the 

1980s and has placed tens of thousands of in-

ternational exchange visitors at farms in the 

U.S. and other host countries. 
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Farm owners and operators Rick and Judy 

Brimeyer typically hire local high-school stu-

dents to lend a hand on their farm, an approach 

that has yielded inconsistent results over the 

years. Eager to try something new, they began 

working with CAEP in hopes of finding interna-

tional workers. 

The Brimeyers reviewed student resumes and 

selected Rani and Mona as their preferred can-

didates. 

However, they had never met or even spoken 

to the young women before they landed in Iowa 

four months ago. They recall waiting for Rani 

and Mona at the Dubuque Regional Airport with 

a sign bearing their visitors’ names — the only 

way to ensure the two parties connected. 

In addition to working together, the Brimeyers 

also share a house with Rani and Mona. It’s 

been a surprisingly seamless transition. 

“You have to learn who they are and develop a 

certain amount of trust,” said Rick. “But it didn’t 

take long to realize the kind of people they are. 

They are very honest and respectful.” 

In addition to teaching them about agriculture, 

Judy is hoping to expose the visitors to life and 

culture in the United States. 

The Brimeyers have taken their guests to multi-

ple events and attractions, ranging from an ap-

ple orchard to a local concert. Judy is already 

looking forward to bringing Rani and Mona to 

county fairs this summer. 

The personal touch doesn’t go unnoticed by the 

Brimeyers’ guests. 

“They consider us part of their family, and that 

is the best thing about staying here,” said 

Mona. 

The exchange program requires long days and 

hard work. 

Brimeyer Farms has 450 dairy cows that are 

milked twice per day. 

Rani and Mona wake up at 3 a.m. each day and 

begin their early shift by 3:30 a.m. The women 

spend the next-three-and-a-half hours milking 

cows, as well as carrying out setup and cleaning 

duties in the milking facility. 

The women work a second shift from 3:30 p.m. 

to 7 p.m. 

Rani and Mona have more than eight hours of 

free time in between shifts and usually pass it 

by reading or chatting with friends or family 

members. They avoid the outdoors as much as 

they can. 

“We have never been in a place where there 

has been this much snow,” Rani explained. 

“Where I came from, the weather is mostly hu-

mid and hot.” 

CAEP programs require that participants receive 

a well-rounded experience that exposes them 

to a breadth of industry knowledge. 

To this point, the visit has focused largely on 

milking procedures. 

The latter part of their stay will focus more in-

tently on topics such as breeding and nutrition, 

the latter of which is particularly intriguing to 

Rani. 

“People here (in the U.S.) talk about nutrition 

and balancing the diet for the cows. I had never 

heard about this before,” she said. “In India, 

they only talk about nutrition for humans.” 

Mona is hoping to soak up as much information 

as possible, and she’s confident her host family 

will help her at each stop along the way. 

“Everything we need, they are willing to help 

us,” she said. “I know there are a lot of things I 

can learn here and apply them back at home. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Over 30% samples in adulteration crackdown found to be substandard 
Mar 01, 2020 

https://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/city/bhopal/over-30-samples-in-adulteration-crackdown-found-to-be-sub-

standard/articleshow/74421177.cms 

hopal: It is official now. Almost one-

third of food samples collected in the 

city July 19, 2019 -when the drive 

against unadulterated foods was started - and 

February 25, 2020, and whose reports have 

been received, have failed the quality test. Ei-

ther they are adulterated or are sub-standard. 

On an average, one sample was taken every 

four hours in the city during these past seven 

months. Overall, between July 19, 2019, and 

February 25, 2020—740 samples have been 

taken across eateries of the state capital by 

food safety officers. Of these, reports of 210 

have been received so far, said official sources. 

And of the 210 reports received, more than 30% 

or 78 samples have been found to be of sub-

standard quality. Four of them contain unsafe 

ingredients, added sources. 

Based on the reports, a total of 46 cases have 

been registered against the adulterators in the 

court of additional district magistrate and a to-

tal Rs 28.30 lakh penalty has been imposed by 

the court. 

Besides registering cases in courts, 11 FIRs have 

also been registered against different accused 

in police stations and action under National Se-

curity Act (NSA) has been taken by the district 

collector against five persons, said official 

sources, requesting anonymity. 

It is noteworthy that since the busting of a 

chemical milk gang in the state by the Special 

Task Force on July 19, 2019, a statewide cam-

paign against adulteration was launched by the 

state government. 

On August 3, 2019, Bhopal district administra-

tion announced a reward of Rs 11,000 on infor-

mation regarding adulteration. As per the or-

ders, any citizen who provides information re-

garding adulteration in food products will get a 

cash reward of Rs 11,000 and his/her identity 

will be kept confidential. A list of the contact 

numbers of officials concerned has also been 

published by the district administration where 

people can give information about adulteration 

at any of the places. 

In July last year, the Madhya Pradesh special 

task force (STF) busted three factories in two 

Chambal districts that was supplying highly 

toxic synthetic milk to branded packed milk 

units in five states in connivance with quality 

control officers and agents. 

As many as 57 people were arrested from Mo-

rena and Bhind districts and 20 tankers, 11 

pickup vans and 2,275 kg of maltodextrin were 

retrieved. Bhopal and Delhi are among the main 

supply regions of the products. 
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Global News 

Milk prices skid as COVID-19 reduces demand 
03/14/2020 

https://addisonindependent.com/news/milk-prices-skid-covid-19-reduces-demand 

ERMONT — The universe has found yet 

another way to ding dairy farmers. 

Global disruptions caused by the novel 

coronavirus that causes COVID-19 disease have 

reduced demand for dairy overseas and in the 

U.S., and milk prices are declining as a result. 

“We’re seeing significant impacts right now,” 

said Agri-Mark Chief Economist Catherine de 

Ronde during a phone interview late last week. 

“It’s been happening for about six weeks.” 

Boston Blend milk prices climbed steadily in the 

last quarter of 2019, from $18.72 per hundred-

weight (cwt) in October to $19.28 cwt in De-

cember, but the coronavirus wiped out those 

gains in January, as prices fell back to $18.78. 

And they are forecast to decline even more — 

from $18.38 in February (actual numbers have 

not yet been released by the Northeast Market-

ing Federal Milk Order) to $17.66 in April. 

“I model prices monthly,” de Ronde explained. 

“Six weeks ago I forecast a 2020 average of 

$19.80 to $19.90. This is a fairly good price — 

$1.50 to $1.70 higher than in 2019. That would 

have meant a fairly positive year (for dairy 

farmers).” 

But, de Ronde said, “if I were to do that forecast 

today, I’d drop it by $1.70 or $1.80, which is a 

big drop for just six weeks.” 

Recent declines in milk prices came just as farm-

ers were hoping to climb out of an unusually 

long five-year slump. 

“This was the year when the stars were sup-

posed to align for us,” de Ronde said, “or at 

least be a better year.” 

Whereas the five-year average Boston Blend 

milk price from 2010 to 2014 was $20.14 per 

hundredweight, the five-year average from 

2015 to 2019 was $16.94 — a decline of $3.20, 

or 15.8%. 

Vermont dairies tend to get $0.65 less per hun-

dredweight than the posted Boston Blend price, 

so depressed prices hit home particularly hard. 

Between 2015 and 2019, the state lost 176 

dairy farms. 

Recent price moves are in part the result of pre-

existing issues, de Ronde acknowledged. 

When the Trump administration imposed tariffs 

on Chinese goods in 2018, China imposed retali-

atory tariffs against U.S. imports. After the 

Trump administration lifted Mexican exemp-

tions from some existing tariffs, Mexico also im-

posed tariffs on some U.S. dairy. That’s a prob-

lem for Vermont dairies because exports reduce 

oversupply in the U.S. and thus can raise prices 

here, de Ronde to the Independent last sum-

mer. So, without the exports, there is an over-

supply of milk in the U.S. 

“We rely very heavily on exports to move milk 

out of the marketplace when there is an ex-

cess,” de Ronde said in July. 

What was already a problem because of the tar-

iffs has been made significantly worse — at 

least in the short term — by the coronavirus. 

First reported in Hubei Province, China, on Dec. 

31, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19 was 

characterized as a “pandemic” by the World 

Health Organization this past Wednesday, with 

more than 100,000 cases confirmed in more 

than 100 countries. 

At this time China is importing less milk from 

the United States, in part because coronavirus-

related quarantines and disrupted supply chains 

have reduced access to products, de Ronde said 

last week. In some cases the demand has been 

eliminated altogether, as people narrow their 

consumption to just the local staples. 

In the U.S., a lot of the price impacts are fear-

based, de Ronde said. 
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Demand is actually going up in some places, as 

concerned citizens buy extra provisions. 

“It’s a little bit like people stocking up before a 

hurricane.” 

But de Ronde is concerned about further de-

clines, she said. 

“New England tends to benefit from the fluid 

milk market to more of an extent than in other 

regions (of the United States),” she explained. 

“If schools are shut down, that could have more 

of an impact on prices here than in other 

places.” 

While there is a lot of room for concern, de 

Ronde said that so far the market seems to be 

treating this as a short-term blip. 

“Things looked pretty positive before the virus, 

so it could get back to that trajectory,” she said. 

“Signs are pointing to opportunities for exports 

after this is resolved.” 

 

Stop milking it, dairy farmers tell plant-based competitors 
Mar 14, 2020 

https://www.sentinelsource.com/news/economy/stop-milking-it-dairy-farmers-tell-plant-based-competitors/arti-

cle_7203c108-7478-570f-a59a-7959073b5cc9.html 

 
ASHINGTON — What’s milk? For Ja-

son Gallion, the only full-time 

farmer serving in the Maryland state 

Senate, the question is a no-brainer. 

“It’s always been assumed the definition of milk 

is that it’s from a mammal,” said Gallion, 43, 

whose first job at age 15 was milking cows on 

his uncle’s dairy farm. 

But defining “milk” has become more compli-

cated and contentious as almond, oat, soy and 

other plant-based alternatives compete for cus-

tomers and dairy farmers struggle. 

The dairy industry wants the federal govern-

ment to restrict use of the “milk” label to fluid 

“obtained by the complete milking of one or 

more healthy cows.” Legislation is pending on 

Capitol Hill, and the U.S. Food and Drug Admin-

istration is investigating the issue. In the mean-

time, dairy advocates are pressing their cause in 

state legislatures. 

North Carolina was the first state, in 2018, to 

enact a law that could limit — eventually — 

what can be called milk. To avoid disruption of 

interstate commerce, the law won’t take effect 

unless 11 of 14 other states pass similar 

measures. 

“If there’s anybody in the whole wide world 

who deserves to make a living, it’s dairy farm-

ers,” said North Carolina Agriculture Commis-

sioner Steve Troxler, who took the idea for a 

state labeling law to lawmakers. “They milk 

cows two or three times a day, every day. 

They’re very devoted to what they do.” 

There’s no intention to take plant-based bever-

ages off shelves, Troxler said, but “‘milk’ needs 

to come out of the label. That’s the first step. 

There also needs to be clear nutritional label-

ing.” 

In Maryland, Gallion, a Republican, was in office 

only a few months last year when he heard 

about North Carolina’s law. He had milked 60 

Holsteins and Jerseys on his farm from 1999 to 

2004 before switching to farming beef cattle 

and hay. Maryland’s dairy farmers, he decided, 

needed protection, too. 
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“I’m for truth in labeling,” Gallion said. “Plant-

based companies are making their money off 

the good name of milk. It’s a fairness thing.” 

Gallion’s bill passed 36-10 in the Senate and 

118-21 in the House, after the addition of the 

contingency that it will not take effect unless 11 

other states pass similar measures by 2029. 

But some lawmakers staunchly oppose the bills. 

“Most consumers are intelligent enough to 

know it’s coming from plants, not a cow,” said 

Indiana state Rep. Justin Moed, a Democrat 

who represents an urban district in Indianapolis. 

He was an outspoken opponent of an Indiana 

milk and meat labeling bill last year that failed. 

“Who is being confused that oat milk is coming 

from a cow?” Moed said in an interview. “Is 

peanut butter coming from a cow? Valvoline 

could be mad ‘olive oil’ is called oil. Who’s to 

say what oil is? I don’t know where this ends.” 

Milk labeling bills made it to several state legis-

latures this year, including Kentucky, New York, 

Oklahoma, Virginia and West Virginia. The Wis-

consin Assembly passed two milk labeling bills 

last month, after holding them over from last 

year. They are pending in the state Senate. 

Last year, Louisiana, Nebraska and Pennsylvania 

passed resolutions urging the federal govern-

ment to act, according to the National Confer-

ence of State Legislatures. 

Almost every year since 1975, Americans have 

drunk less cow milk than the year before, often 

because they believe plant-based milks are 

healthier, kinder to animals or more environ-

mentally friendly. 

The average U.S. resident consumed 146 

pounds of milk in 2018, according to the USDA, 

down from 247 pounds in 1975. 

Lower consumer demand for cow milk and gen-

erally lower prices paid to farmers for milk have 

forced many to leave the dairy business. Na-

tionally, the number of dairy farms fell to 

54,599 in 2017 from 64,098 in 2012 — a decline 

of nearly 15 percent, according to the USDA. 

But Clay Detlefsen, senior vice president for reg-

ulatory and environmental affairs for the Na-

tional Milk Producers Federation, said the goal 

of the labeling effort is not to aid dairy farmers. 

“This is about consumers and nutrition,” he 

said. 

U.S. Department of Health and Human Services 

and Department of Agriculture guidelines call 

for adults to consume the equivalent of 3 cups 

of dairy products a day. The government recom-

mends “fat-free and low-fat (1 percent) dairy, 

including milk, yogurt, and cheese, or fortified 

soy beverages (commonly known as ‘soymilk’).” 

The guidelines note that “other products sold as 

‘milks’ but made from plants” such as almond, 

rice, coconut and hemp, may “be consumed as 

a source of calcium.” But “their overall nutri-

tional content is not similar to dairy milk and 

fortified soy beverages (soymilk).” The guide-

lines are updated every five years and a review 

is underway. 

A survey conducted by market research firm Ip-

sos in 2018 for the milk producers group found 

consumers mistakenly believed dairy milk and 

plant-based milk alternatives have the same nu-

tritional content. Asked about protein, 77 per-

cent of respondents thought plant-based milk 

had the same or more protein than dairy milk. 

In fact, the nutritional content of plant-based 

beverages sourced from nuts, legumes, seeds 

and grains varies depending on the source and 

the amount of water and other additives used 

in preparation. Fat-free and lactose-free milk 

typically have 9 grams of protein in a cup, com-

pared with 1 gram of protein in a cup of almond 

milk. Soy milk, however, has almost the same 

nutritional value as cow milk. 

But cow milk typically has more sugar than un-

sweetened plant-based milks. In addition, some 

people are allergic to cow milk or find it hard to 

digest, so they choose plant-based milks. Nutri-

tionists advise consumers to compare nutrition 

labels for calcium, Vitamin D and other nutri-

ents. 



“Everybody realizes you can’t milk an almond, 

but they’re not aware of the nutritional differ-

ences,” said Steven C. Ingham, administrator of 

Wisconsin’s Division of Food and Recreational 

Safety. 

The Plant Based Foods Association, headquar-

tered in San Francisco, actively fights meat and 

milk labeling efforts on behalf of producers of 

alternative foods. 

“I’ve never seen an issue take off like this one,” 

longtime food issues lobbyist Dan Colegrove 

said of milk and meat labeling efforts. As a con-

sultant to the association, Colegrove testifies at 

legislative hearings around the country. 

He argues labeling regulations for plant-based 

milks are unnecessary, “a solution in search of a 

problem,” and violate First Amendment free 

speech protections for companies to label their 

foods with “clear, non-misleading terms.” 

The association’s voluntary guidelines for label-

ing recommend that labels clearly identify the 

main ingredient as part of the word milk and be 

labeled as “plant-based milk,” he said. 

“Our member companies selling milk alterna-

tives already use qualifiers such as ‘non-dairy,’ 

‘dairy-free,’ ‘plant-based,’ and-or ‘vegan’ to 

make their labels clear to consumers,” Co-

legrove said in written testimony to a Virginia 

Senate committee in February. 

But Vermont dairy farmers believe plant-based 

milk labels, marketing and even placement in 

grocery stores are confusing to consumers, said 

Vermont Agriculture Secretary Anson Tebbetts, 

who grew up listening to Red Sox games while 

milking cows on his family dairy farm. 

“They don’t need to be chilling products that 

don’t need to be chilled. It’s wasted energy, if 

nothing else,” he said. “Labels should be accu-

rate and truthful.” 

Former FDA Commissioner Dr. Scott Gottlieb 

cited the “proliferation of products made from 

soy, almond or rice calling themselves milk” 

when the agency announced its guidelines re-

view in 2018. Gottlieb said the alternative prod-

ucts “are not the food that has been standard-

ized under the name ‘milk’ and which has been 

known to the American public as ‘milk.’” 

The FDA solicited public comments until January 

2019, “and we are continuing to review the ap-

proximately 13,000 comments we received 

from a wide variety of stakeholders, such as 

plant-based food industry, dairy industry, public 

interest groups, and individual consumers,” Na-

than Arnold, FDA press officer, said in an email. 

“Until we finish reviewing, we don’t have addi-

tional comment on the labeling of plant-based 

food product. In general, we expect all labeling 

to be truthful and not misleading,” Arnold said. 

He said he did not know how long the review 

would take. 

Dr. Stephen Hahn has replaced Gottlieb as FDA 

commissioner. Asked about dairy labeling at his 

Senate confirmation hearing last November, 

Hahn said, “I’m in favor of clear, transparent 

and understandable labeling for the American 

people.” He has made no other public state-

ments on the topic since then. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dairy Store celebrates move, renovations despite coronavirus fears 
March 13, 2020 

http://www.dailynebraskan.com/news/dairy-store-celebrates-move-renovations-despite-coronavirus-fears/arti-

cle_b66d5448-64c6-11ea-affc-e7ebf20aa4c9.html 

 
he University of Nebraska-Lincoln Dairy 

Store held its relocation celebration on 

East Campus Thursday despite UNL’s de-

cision to switch to online classes after spring 

break in order to prevent the spread of COVID-

19.  

A long line of students, faculty and families still 

came to the celebration at the new store lo-

cated at the north side of the Food Industry 

Complex. Michael Boehm, vice chancellor of the 

Institute of Agriculture and Natural Resources, 

said the event would already have been memo-

rable because of all the months of hard work 

and planning it took to organize, and the news 

about the coronavirus also made it memorable 

in a different way. 

“I was already prepared to remember this day 

for the rest of my life, and it just got a big punc-

tuation mark,” Boehm said. 

Terry Howell Jr., executive director of the Food 

Processing Center, said it was scary when every-

one started reading the email earlier that day. 

Boehm and Howell said everyone seemed to 

have a lot of questions and concerns over the 

email and the proceeding of the celebration.  

Despite the concern, Howell said the store con-

tinued with the celebration since UNL didn’t 

alert them to cancel, handing out free ice cream 

at the event on Thursday from 2 to 5 p.m. Alt-

hough the location officially opened months 

ago, the celebration was to recognize the 

store’s finished renovations. 

The old store at the south side of the Food In-

dustry Complex was smaller than the new store. 

Additionally, the new store includes murals on 

the wall and modernized sales systems like an 

upgraded menu board, according to Howell. He 

said the murals were provided by Midwest 

Dairy, a marketing and promotional group 

that’s associated with the dairy industry, and 

they provided all the artwork on the walls. 

Boehm said some of the future plans for the 

Dairy Store include adding parking spaces for 

customers and adding a splash pad for kids out-

side of the store. 

The Dairy Store relocated primarily because of 

the East Campus’s growth, Howell said. He said 

moving to the new location has been a great ex-

perience since there’s more room to serve cli-

ents and potential to grow with an outdoor 

seating area.  

Howell said the celebration was a way to ex-

pose people to the new store. He was excited to 

debut a new flavor called Tractor Test Toffee in 

honor of the 100th anniversary of the Nebraska 

Tractor Test Lab.  

Howell said he hopes the store will become a 

hub on East Campus, but also be a place to sup-

port the dairy industry in Nebraska and be-

yond.  

“I remember the Dairy Store right across the 

way, but this building wasn’t always here,” 

Boehm said. “I think a whole lot of people re-

member the Dairy Store being over there, but I 

think a whole new generation of people will re-

member the Dairy Store being here.” 
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Benchmark milk price loses 5 cents 
March 13, 2020 

https://www.thefencepost.com/news/benchmark-milk-price-loses-5-cents/ 

he Agriculture Department announced 

the February Federal order Class III 

benchmark milk price at $17 per hun-

dredweight, down 5 cents from January, $3.11 

above February 2019, and the highest February 

Class III since 2014. 

Class III futures settlements on March 6 por-

tended a March price at $16.37; April, $16.03; 

May, $16.28; and June at $16.48; with a peak at 

$17.12 in October. 

The February Class IV price is $16.20, down 45 

cents from January, 34 cents above a year ago, 

and the highest February Class IV price since 

2014. 

Cheddar block cheese started March by ending 

three weeks of loss. It shot up to $1.7675 per 

pound March 2 but closed March 6 at $1.75, up 

2.75 cents on the week and 21.5 cents above a 

year ago. The barrels dropped to $1.4775 by 

March 6, down 11.25 cents on the week, 11.25 

cents above a year ago, but at an unsustainable 

27.25 cents below the blocks. 7 cars of block 

sold and 17 of barrel. 

The coronavirus outbreak is affecting markets 

around the world, including dairy, with no end 

of the impact in sight. Dairy product demand is 

still good enough to keep prices above year ago 

levels, at least for cheese, but there’s increasing 

amounts of milk available to cheese vats and 

plenty of cream for the butter churns. Dairy 

Market News warns that the coronavirus out-

break “continues to bring more uncertainty into 

the market.” 

Butter, which fell below $2 per pound just be-

fore Thanksgiving last year, first time since No-

vember 2016, continues to struggle. It fell to 

$1.6950 in late February but was back up to 

$1.8550 on March 6, 13 cents higher on the 

week but 41.25 cents below a year ago. 

Grade A nonfat dry has been impacted the most 

by the coronavirus but it closed March 6 at 

$1.1150 per pound, up 5 cents on the week and 

14 cents above a year ago. 

Dry whey closed at 34.75 cents per pound, 0.75 

cents higher on the week and 0.75 cents above 

a year ago. 

China is opening its doors to more U.S. dairy 

products, especially dry whey, as it tries to re-

build its hog population, devastated by the Afri-

can swine fever, prior to the coronavirus out-

break. 

The March 3 Global Dairy Trade auction is also 

being impacted by the coronavirus and saw its 

weighted average of products offered slip 1.2%, 

following the 2.9% drop on Feb. 18 and 4.7% 

plunge on Feb. 4. A year ago, the first GDT’s 

weighted average for March was up 3.3% and 

was the seventh consecutive month of gain. 

U.S. dairy farm profitability suffered some as a 

lower All Milk price and higher feed costs pulled 

the January milk feed price ratio lower, second 

month in a row of decline. The Ag Prices report 

put the ratio at 2.41, down from 2.55 in Decem-

ber but compares to 2.06 in January 2019. 

The index is based on the current milk price in 

relationship to feed prices for a dairy ration 

consisting of 51% corn, 8% soybeans and 41% 

alfalfa hay. In other words, with that ratio, 1 

pound of milk purchases 2.41 pounds of dairy 

feed containing that blend. 

The U.S. All-Milk price averaged $19.60 per hun-

dredweight (cwt.), down $1.10 from December 

but is $3 above January 2019. 

The national average corn price averaged $3.79 

per bushel, up 8 cents per bushel from Decem-

ber and 23 cents per bushel above January 

2019. Soybeans averaged $8.84 per bushel, up 

14 cents from December and 20 cents per 

bushel above a year ago. Alfalfa hay averaged 

$171 per ton, down $4 from December and $8 

per ton below a year ago. 
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Looking at the cow side of the ledger; the Janu-

ary cull price for beef and dairy combined aver-

aged $61.40 per cwt., up $2.10 from December, 

$7.20 above January 2019, but is $10.20 below 

the 2011 base average of $71.60 per cwt. 

Milk cow replacements averaged $1,300 per 

head for the quarter in January, down $10 per 

head from October, but $160 per head above 

January 2019. Cows averaged $1,400 per head 

in California, unchanged from October but $300 

above a year ago. Wisconsin cows averaged 

$1,260 per head, down $10 from October but 

$140 above January 2019. 

Dairy farm margins continued to weaken the 

second half of February as the milk market re-

mained under pressure despite generally steady 

feed costs, according to the latest Margin 

Watch from Chicago-based Commodity & Ingre-

dient Hedging LLC. 

“Although margins have retreated from very 

profitable levels,” the MW stated, “they remain 

relatively strong from a historical perspective. 

Ongoing headwinds from the expanding global 

coronavirus outbreak have pressured milk 

prices as rising production and stocks raise con-

cern over near and medium-term demand. 

 

First Milk asks farmers to sign new sustainability pledges 
13 March 2020 

https://www.farminguk.com/news/first-milk-asks-farmers-to-sign-new-sustainability-pledges_55200.html 

 
he First4Milk scheme has been launched 

today (13 March) as a new way for the 

British dairy co-op to show off its envi-

ronmental credentials. 

The initiative sees the business asking its mem-

bers to commit to improvements within three 

main areas - 'people, animals and the earth'. 

The key elements of the pledge include farmer 

members guaranteeing that no healthy animal, 

including calves, will be euthanised on farm. 

Farmers will also share antibiotic use data, en-

hance biodiversity and soil health on farm and 

help promote a positive image of dairy. 

Members will provide cows with access to pas-

ture for a minimum of 6 hours per day for 120 

days during the grazing season. 

Shelagh Hancock, the dairy co-op's chief execu-

tive, admitted they are challenging objectives, 

but the industry must do more in terms of sus-

tainability. 

"We are proud of the leading standards on First 

Milk members’ farms and know members ex-

ceed many of the national targets and out-

comes in these areas," she said. 

"But with livestock-based food production con-

tinuing to be under the spotlight, we need to 

demonstrate we are proactively addressing 

these areas of public concern in order to pros-

per long-term.” 

First Milk farmers members are being asked to 

sign up to the First4Milk Pledge by 30 June 

2020. 

Compliance with the commitments will be mon-

itored through annual Farm Business Reviews 

and farm assurance audits, as well as through 

online data collection via the First4Milk plat-

form including the member app. 
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Market growth for milk sector 
Mar 12 2020 

https://www.dairynewsaustralia.com.au/2020/03/12/1080261/market-growth-for-milk-sector 

he Milk Run report found that despite 

recent challenges faced by the industry, 

the market opportunities which have 

driven dairy growth and innovation over the 

past two decades remain as strong as ever. 

Commenting on the report, Head of Agribusi-

ness at ANZ Mark Bennett said as with most 

major agricultural industries, the Australian 

dairy industry had been through a period of sig-

nificant structural change in recent years. 

“However, for those producers who are profita-

ble today, the outlook is strong for prices as 

processors look to secure supply,” Mr Bennet 

said. 

The outlook for exports also remains strong 

with demand from East Asia continuing its posi-

tive growth, particularly for fluid milk and 

cheese exports.” 

“For consumers, the pricing outlook for retail 

milk and dairy product is unclear, and will be 

driven by a number of variables. 

Factors that will impact shelf prices include 

changes in sourcing, offtake-pricing and milk 

production, as will strategic and marketing deci-

sions made by retailers about milk prices in re-

lation to wider supermarket pricing strategies. 

At the same time, the growing range of new 

dairy products available to consumers contin-

ues to present fresh opportunities for newer 

and smaller processors. 

The Milk Run — key findings: 

The continuation of current trends would see 

milk production remain flat for the next decade 

compared with 2018, as higher cash costs 

would see milk production rebounding on the 

dip in production felt in 2019 but rising to just 

over 9400 Ml/year compared with the 2018 

production year. 

A constrained domestic production and ever-in-

creasing demand for milk and dairy products in 

East Asia is likely to spell future strong prices for 

those dairy producers remaining in the industry. 

The impact of the recent bushfires, while locally 

devastating, is unlikely to have a significant im-

pact on national milk supply. 

Australian milk production looks set to continue 

to be flat for the short term with current trends 

resulting in production in Queensland continu-

ing to decline, while the primary source of 

growth being seen in the southern states, par-

ticularly Tasmania, where production would rise 

by 20 per cent by 2030. 

Lower production in the major production 

countries should bode well for prices in the fu-

ture, however many in the industry are con-

cerned that consumers have limited tolerance 

for higher prices. 

The future of retail milk prices remains uncer-

tain following the end of $1 milk in the major 

supermarkets. Depending on whether retailers 

continue to keep a lid on prices, the price of a li-

tre of milk could increase at an average of be-

tween 1.4 and 2.8 per cent a year until 2030. 

Processors are likely to face the most significant 

challenges going forward as they look to make 

best use of manufacturing capacity and growing 

export markets with lower milk supply and a 

shifting supply base. 
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ICT Administration Destroys 1670 Ltrs Milk, Imposes Fine More Than 2 Mlns 
10th March 2020 | 04:02 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/ict-administration-destroys-1670-ltrs-milk-i-859988.html 

 
SLAMABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 10th Mar, 2020 ) :The Islama-

bad Capital Territory (ICT) Administration 

has destroyed 1670 litres adulterated milk and 

registered four First Information Reports (FIRs) 

throughout the city in its ongoing anti-adultera-

tion drive during last three months. 

The city administration had also imposed 

a fine over Rs 24,04000 by conducting as many 

as 810 inspections to several outlets, besides 

sealing 13 bakeries and food outlets com-

pletely. 

The Deputy Commissioner Islamabad, Muham-

mad Hamza Shafqaat said that ICT teams com-

prising assistant commissioners (AC) and magis-

trates had carried out raids to check the food 

quality, hygiene, working environment and food 

safety standards by ensuring the implementa-

tion of Pure Food Regulations. 

He said the raids were being carried out by ACs 

and magistrates randomly in their respective 

sub-divisions without any discrimination, adding 

that several crackdowns had been taken against 

the shopkeepers selling unhealthy and low qual-

ity milk and food items. 

Meanwhile Deputy Commissioner said that ICT 

administration had imposed around Rs 10 mil-

lion fines on profiteers and hoarders during the 

last year, setting an example for other federat-

ing units to curb profiteering across the coun-

try. 

"It is first time in the history of Pakistan that 

such a huge amount of fine has been imposed 

on profiteers and hoarders in the Federal capi-

tal,he added. 

Unlike past, strict measures were being taken to 

control artificial price-hike in the city, he said, 

adding that fine amount was only limited to Rs 

1 million to Rs 3 million during previous years. 

Hamza said the local administration had also 

embraced latest technologies to control infla-

tion and ensure provision of relief to the masses 

by providing them food and vegetables at their 

doorstep on subsidized rates. 

 

Punjab truly land of milk, tops the chart 
Mar 10, 2020 05:54 AM (IST) 

https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/punjab-truly-land-of-milk-tops-the-chart-53517 

he average milk yield in Punjab in-

creased by 50.14 per cent between 

years 2012 and 2019, as per the figures 

of the livestock census 2019, Department of An-

imal Husbandry. The state now has the highest 

per capita milk availability in the country at 

1,181 gm per day against the national average 

of 394 gm. 

The average milk yield per cattle head was 3.51 

kg in 2012. It rose to 5.27 kg in 2019. Currently, 

the state produces 345 lakh kg of milk per day. 

Significantly, the annual milk yield in the state 

went up from 107.74 lakh tonnes in 2016 to 126 

lakh tonnes in 2019. 

While the number of buffaloes fell from 51 lakh 

to about 40 lakh between 2012-2019, that of 

cows increased from 24.27 lakh to 25.18 lakh 

during the same period. On the increased milk 

production, the Director, Mission Tandrust, KS 

Pannu, says: “The main reason has been the 

I 
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emergence of high-tech commercial dairy farm-

ing in the past decade.” The state has more 

than 10,000 high-tech dairy farms under the 

umbrella of Punjab Progressive Dairy Farmers 

Association. 

Vice Chancellor of Guru Angad Dev Veterinary 

and Animal Sciences University Dr Amarjit Singh 

Nanda says healthy diet and upgraded medical 

care has vastly contributed to the rise in milk 

production. “The sperm used for reproduction 

is very healthy. Preserved green fodder (silage) 

is given to animals for three-four months after 

the weather turns dry. The buffalo count has 

slipped as unfit and non-milk producing heads 

are taken for culling”, he explained. 

Milkfed MD Kamaldeep Singh Sangha says milk 

yield has gone up primarily because of high-

quality germplasm used in reproduction of Hol-

stein Friesians cows. Raising concern over milk 

availability, Shiromani Akali Dal (SAD) MLA Ha-

rinder Pal Singh Chandumajra had while ad-

dressing the Assembly last week noted: “In the 

wake of the reduced number of milk cattle, the 

state is flooded with spurious milk and milk 

products. The government needs to hold a 

probe.” 

 

Sales Of Substandard Milk Continued Unchecked In Federal Capital 
09th March 2020 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/sales-of-substandard-milk-continued-unchecked-858909.html 

 
SLAMABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 9th Mar, 2020 ) :Despite the tall 

claims of Islamabad Capital Territory Ad-

ministration (ICT) for taking strict action against 

milk adulterers, the dale sale of substandard 

open milk was on the rise for the past many 

months in the Federal capital. 

The citizens had demanded the ICT administra-

tion to come up with a serious action and pun-

ishment to save the masses from health hazard-

ous and poor quality milk being sold in the me-

tropolis unchecked. Muhammad Rizwan, a resi-

dent of H-13 said that milkmen were providing 

second-rate milk to the area residents of differ-

ent sectors. He had a toddler which needs hy-

gienic milk for his good growth and adulterated 

milk was harmful for the health of child. 

Hammad Akram of I-8/3 alleged that dairy farm-

ers were preparing milk through, liquid sham-

poo, detergent, refined oil and different chemi-

cals which were extremely hazardous. 

He mentioned that shopkeepers were giving 

special offers to sell their substandard milk on 

cheaper prices like one liter milk free with one 

liter. 

"The people buying milk are unaware of what is 

the quality of milk sold to them."Sara Khan, a 

house wife living in G-13 said in households milk 

was used for making tea numerous times a day. 

"Adulterated milk can't give the pure taste to 

the tea and is equally dangerous for women and 

children's health."While talking to APP, ICT 

Food department deputy director Iqbal Yousaf 

said several crackdowns had been taken against 

the shopkeepers selling unhealthy and low qual-

ity milk and food items.Shopkeepers who were 

selling substandard milk in the sectors like G-9 

(Karachi Company) and other areas had already 

been imposed heavy fines. 

Talking to this agency, spokesperson of Paki-

stan Institute of Medical Science (PIMS) Dr.Was-

sem Khawaja said adulterated milk causes vari-

ous health problems including heart problem, 
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stomach, cancer and in extreme case even 

death. 

rise for the past many months in the federal 

capital 

 

Local dairy farm offers fresh dairy products to the community 
Mar 8, 2020 

https://www.ktbs.com/news/local-dairy-farm-offers-fresh-dairy-products-to-the-community/article_6e8826da-

61ba-11ea-929b-8ba30d3f5a1b.html 

HREVEPORT, La. - If you want some fresh 

dairy products, you don’t have to go far 

in Northwest Louisiana. 

You can find a fresh dairy farm 30 miles from 

Shreveport in the town of Mooringsport. 

Randy and Ann Morell opened Morell Dairy 

Farm in November to offer fresh milk and but-

ter to the community. 

“We milk all jersey cows and we process all that 

into whole milk which is pasteurized,” Randy 

Morell said. 

After the milk is pasteurized then it chilled back 

down to below 45 degrees and the milk is then 

carted but the farm offers more than just dairy 

products. 

“A lot of people come to visit with their kids and 

they can pet calves and just look around the 

farm,” Morell said. 

Randy Morell says he hopes that each visitor 

takes this lesson away from their visit. 

“I hope they learn where their food comes from 

most people don’t know that they just think the 

grocery store is where all food comes from and 

if they just go away knowing that someone’s 

out there doing it I feel we have done well,” 

Morell said. 

The Morells said business has gone well and 

they plan on hosting farm and factory group 

tours this summer. 

 

Milk-defining bill leaves sour taste for plant-based manufacturers 
Mar 7, 2020 

https://www.dailyprogress.com/news/state/milk-defining-bill-leaves-sour-taste-for-plant-based-manufactur-

ers/article_1270a54c-28c5-5e0f-b839-449b0bc6f0be.html 

 
Plant-based milk products soon could be called 

something different in Virginia if a dairy bill is 

signed into law. 

HB 119, introduced by Del. Barry Knight, R-Vir-

ginia Beach, and chief-copatroned by Del. Chris 

Runion, R-Bridgewater, seeks to define milk as 

“the lacteal secretion of a healthy hooved mam-

mal.” Any product labeled as “milk” that 

doesn’t meet this definition would be deemed 

“unlawfully misbranded.” 

Runion’s district includes parts of Albemarle, 

Augusta and Rockingham counties. 

It is unclear how the bill would be enforced, but 

language within the measure directs the state 

Board of Agriculture and Consumer Services to 

implement a plan to ban all products “mis-

branded” as milk. 

Proponents of the bill champion it as a con-

sumer protection effort that seeks to enforce a 

federal definition of milk and protect a shrink-

ing state dairy industry, while opponents see it 

as an attack on freedom of speech. 

S 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/cancer.html
https://www.ktbs.com/news/local-dairy-farm-offers-fresh-dairy-products-to-the-community/article_6e8826da-61ba-11ea-929b-8ba30d3f5a1b.html
https://www.ktbs.com/news/local-dairy-farm-offers-fresh-dairy-products-to-the-community/article_6e8826da-61ba-11ea-929b-8ba30d3f5a1b.html
https://www.dailyprogress.com/news/state/milk-defining-bill-leaves-sour-taste-for-plant-based-manufacturers/article_1270a54c-28c5-5e0f-b839-449b0bc6f0be.html
https://www.dailyprogress.com/news/state/milk-defining-bill-leaves-sour-taste-for-plant-based-manufacturers/article_1270a54c-28c5-5e0f-b839-449b0bc6f0be.html
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2018/12/18/virginias-losing-one-dairy-farm-a-week-can-cheese-save-the-industry
https://www.virginiamercury.com/2018/12/18/virginias-losing-one-dairy-farm-a-week-can-cheese-save-the-industry


The bill has been passed by the state Senate 

and the House of Delegates and now sits on 

Gov. Ralph Northam’s desk. 

The Good Food Institute, a nonprofit that pro-

motes plant-based alternatives to meat and 

dairy, has accused the bill of being an effort to 

censor plant-based milk companies. 

“Companies would be forced to choose be-

tween using opaque and confusing language 

like ‘coconut beverage’ and ‘almond juice,’ or 

pull out of the marketplace entirely, under the 

threat of fines or even jail time,” Nigel Barrella, 

GFI’s regulatory counsel, said in a news release. 

The institute points to a December preliminary 

injunction from a federal judge in Arkansas that 

prevents that state from enforcing a similar law 

that makes it illegal for companies to use words 

such as “burger” and “sausage” to describe 

products that are not made from animals, such 

as veggie burgers. The injunction remains in ef-

fect as the lawsuit plays out. 

In addition to GFI, the ACLU, ACLU of Arkansas 

and Animal Legal Defense Fund are involved in 

that legal challenge on behalf of The Tofurky 

Co. Plaintiffs argue the law violates the First 

Amendment and the Fourteenth Amendment’s 

due process clause by “improperly censoring 

truthful speech and creating consumer confu-

sion in order to shore up the state’s meat and 

other industries.” 

  TOP ARTICLES1/5READ MOREVirginia reports 

first death from coronavirus 

Scott Weathers, a senior policy specialist for 

GFI, pointed to additional cases, such as the 

Painter v. Blue Diamond case, in which the 9th 

Circuit Court of Appeals ruled that “no reasona-

ble consumer could be misled” by the com-

pany’s labeling of almond milk. 

“The court rulings — and in particular the pre-

liminary injunction — are large signs that this 

legislation is censorship and does nothing to 

protect consumers,” he said. 

However, proponents of the bill don’t see it as 

an issue of censorship, but rather a way of accu-

rately informing consumers of the product 

they’re purchasing. 

Eric Paulson, executive secretary and treasurer 

of the Virginia State Dairymen’s Association, 

said the bill is more about “clarity and truth of 

labeling” than clearing up any confusion about 

whether plant-based milk contains dairy. 

“Very few people think something like almond 

or soy milk contains dairy but many are con-

fused about the nutritional value,” he said. 

“They think it’s equal to that of milk when dairy 

milk can contain eight to nine times as much 

protein.” 

The dairy industry in Virginia has been in de-

cline for the last decade, Paulson said, and the 

past couple of years have been especially 

rough, with an average of one dairy farm closing 

a day last year. 

Paulson believes the federal Food and Drug Ad-

ministration is selectively enforcing the defini-

tion of milk. Similar to HB 119, the FDA defines 

milk as “the lacteal secretion, practically free of 

colostrum, obtained by the complete milking of 

one or more healthy cows,” but it has not en-

forced that standard when it comes to plant-

based milk alternatives. 

Norm Hyde from the Virginia Farm Bureau ech-

oed similar sentiments to Paulson, pointing to 

the increasing decline in the state’s dairy pro-

duction. Many farmers have shifted away from 

dairy in recent years, opting for beef or selling 

their cattle and land outright in what essentially 

amounts to retirement in an industry without 

pensions. 

Dairy farmers have spent decades building up 

milk as a healthy beverage for families, and 

some of those farmers are concerned that 

plant-based alternatives are coasting off that 

goodwill, Hyde said. 

“This is a public opinion issue as much as any-

thing else,” he said. “This bill probably won’t 

bring back the dairy industry but it will make 
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these farmers feel like their contributions are 

being recognized.” 

 

World food prices dipped in Feb as virus hit demand: FAO 
March 05, 2020 

https://www.thehindubusinessline.com/economy/agri-business/world-food-prices-dipped-in-feb-as-virus-hit-de-

mand-fao/article30993045.ece 

orld food prices slipped in February, 

ending four months of successive in-

creases, with the spread of corona-

virus dampening demand for some products, 

the United Nations food agency said on Thurs-

day. 

The Food and Agriculture Organization (FAO) 

food price index, which measures monthly 

changes for a basket of cereals, oilseeds, dairy 

products, meat and sugar, averaged 180.5 

points last month, down 1.0 per cent on Janu-

ary. 

FAO also slightly upped its forecast for cereal 

production, predicting a crop totalling some 

2.719 billion tonnes in 2019, up from a previous 

forecast of 2.715 billion and some 2.3 per cent 

higher than the 2018 crop. 

The vegetable oil price index plunged 10.3 per 

cent from January, led by a slump in palm oil 

prices, while the cereal price index eased 0.9 

per cent, with the international prices of all ma-

jor cereals, except rice, declining. 

FAO said the spread of the coronavirus contrib-

uted to the price decline in both indices amid 

fears the outbreak would trigger a global slow-

down. 

Coronavirus also hit the meat price index, which 

dropped 2 per cent on the month as imports 

declined to China, the epicentre of the out-

break, which has so far infected at least 95,300 

people globally and caused more than 3,200 

deaths. 

The dairy price index rose 4.6 per cent, pushed 

higher by a rise for cheese, fuelled by tightening 

export supplies from New Zealand and Aus-

tralia. 

However, quotations for milk powder fell due to 

a slowdown in purchases by China, the world's 

largest importer, because of delays in cargo 

handling in ports, affected by the spread of the 

coronavirus, FAO said. 

 

As America preps for coronavirus, people are stocking up on … oat milk? 
MAR 05, 2020 

https://www.nydailynews.com/life-style/eats/ny-oat-milk-sales-skyrocket-coronavirus-prep-20200305-

7afwqwkl45gyrg4vcpnbnhk6d4-story.html 

 

ome items that Americans may want to 

stock up on as they prepare for the 

spread of coronavirus: hand sanitizer, 

disinfectant, thermometers, first-aid kits. And, 

uh, don’t forget oat milk. 

According to data from market research firm 

Nielsen covering the week ending Feb. 22, sales 

growth of the non-dairy milk alternative led all 

other self-stable consumer goods as Americans 

braced for the worst. And it wasn’t even close. 
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Oat milk was up 306% that week, while fruit 

snacks in second place showed only 13% 

growth, followed by items like dried beans, en-

ergy drinks, and pretzels further behind. 

People are likely giving oat milk a shot because, 

unlike its cow-based counterpart, it can stay in a 

pantry for up to several months before going 

bad, as long as it hasn’t been opened. But out-

side of the kitchen, the past several weeks have 

also seen a run on medical and cleaning sup-

plies, including products like Clorox wipes, hand 

sanitizer, and medical masks — despite the sur-

geon general’s warning that healthy Americans 

should stop buying masks. 

 

KP Food Authority Discards 4500 Liters Of Adulterated Milk In Abbottabad 
04th March 2020 | 05:46 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-discards-4500-liters-of-adu-854636.html 

 
P Food Authority Wednesday has dis-

carded 4500 liters of adulterated milk 

during a surprise check near Salhad 

Abbottabad and imposed fine. This was stated 

by the Deputy Director of KP Food Authority 

Adeel Noman in a press statement 

ABBOTTABAD, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point 

News - 4th Mar, 2020 ) :KP Food Authority 

Wednesday has discarded 4500 liters of adulter-

ated milk during a surprise check near 

Salhad Abbottabad and imposed fine. This was 

stated by the Deputy Director of KP Food Au-

thority Adeel Noman in a press statement. 

It was further informed that during a crackdown 

near Salhad Abbottabad a team of food author-

ity and livestock department collected 60 sam-

ples from 21 vehicles and analyzed in the live-

stock department mobile laboratory. 

70 percent milk samples were passed while 30 

percent of the samples were proved adulter-

ated, the food authority team seized about 

4500-liter milk and imposed a heavy fine on the 

owner of the milk later the milk was discarded. 

Dairy and Livestock department and Halal Food 

Authority Abbottabad has decided to continue 

joint operations. 

 

Factory producing tainted milk sealed by SFA, owner slapped hefty fine 
Mar 4, 2020 

https://arynews.tv/en/tainted-milk-factory-sindh-sfa/ 

 

ARACHI: A factory producing chemi-

cally contaminated milk has been un-

earthed and seized after a joint raid 

conducted by a team of ‘Zimmadar Kaun’ and 

Sindh Food Authority (SFA), ARY News reported 

on Wednesday. 

Besides uncovering the process of production 

and transportation of tainted milk inside the 

factory, Team Zimmadar Kaun also exposed the 

K 

K 

https://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-surgeon-general-tells-healthy-americans-to-stop-buying-masks-20200301-ma7h54rj2jevvdcomnjnhjob4y-story.html
https://www.nydailynews.com/news/national/ny-surgeon-general-tells-healthy-americans-to-stop-buying-masks-20200301-ma7h54rj2jevvdcomnjnhjob4y-story.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/kp-food-authority-discards-4500-liters-of-adu-854636.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/khyber-pakhtunkhwa.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/education/board-of-education-abbottabad.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/fine.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/khyber-pakhtunkhwa.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/abbottabad.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/cooking/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/from.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/vehicles.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/mobile/
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/fine.html
https://www.urdupoint.com/en/latest-news/abbottabad.html
https://arynews.tv/en/tainted-milk-factory-sindh-sfa/


mixing of hazardous chemicals used to develop 

taste and preserve the adulterated milk being 

sold to citizens of different parts of Sindh. 

When conducted tests of the milk samples by 

SFA laboratory experts present on the scene, 

the test results remained positive which con-

firmed mixing of hazardous substance for hu-

man health including detergent (soup), neutral-

isers, mastitis, sodium chloride (salt). 

The experts’ team members have conducted 

phase-wise tests of the samples and confirmed 

the presence of mastitis which is usually de-

tected after administration of steroid injection 

to the dairy cows. They revealed that blood par-

ticles and other hazardous substances are usu-

ally detected in the tests after the administra-

tion of such injections to dairy cows. 

During the process of laboratory tests, the fac-

tory owner attempted to interrupt it, however, 

SFA deputy director Imtiaz Abro, who was also 

present along with the team on the scene, in-

tervened and asked the factory owner to read 

SOP envisaged by the provincial authorities that 

was violated in producing the milk. 

Experts said neutralizers are used to make syn-

thetic milk for balancing the proportion of milk, 

whereas, sodium chloride (salt) is added to the 

milk for its preservation. However, no urea was 

detected in the samples. 

Later, the SFA team also analysed the samples 

of frozen milk which also resulted positive. 

It emerged that such factories established in 

Dadu, Nawabshah, Thatta and other parts of 

Sindh are used to freeze the chemically contam-

inated milk before transporting it to Karachi. 

The areas usually received extremely hot 

weather up to above 40-degree Celcius and the 

estimated time to transport it to the metropolis 

is around 8 to 10 hours. 

Following the clear violations of regulations, 

SFA slapped fine of Rs200,000 against the fac-

tory owner and discarded a huge quantity of 

adulterated milk stored in liquid and icy form. 

The factory was also sealed by the provincial 

food authority until further orders. 

Moreover, SFA teams have also continued 

crackdowns to halt the trade of tainted milk 

various cities across the province and sealed 

four shops after discarding thousands of litres 

of contaminated milk. 

The authority imposed fine of overall Rs388,000 

fine against the persons accused in selling the 

tained milk during the raids conducted in Kara-

chi, Hyderabad, Mirpur Khan, Larkana and other 

parts of the province. 

 

22 food points sealed, 14,500 litre milk discarded 
March 4, 2020 

https://www.thenews.com.pk/print/623579-22-food-points-sealed-14-500-litre-milk-discarded 

AHORE: The Punjab Food Authority con-

tinues action against manufactures of 

adulterated food. 

In an action in Pindi Bhattian, it tested 28,200 li-

tre milk and 14,500 litre was disposed of after it 

was found contaminated with harmful chemi-

cals. The PFA sealed 22 food points and im-

posed more than Rs0.8 million fine on dozens of 

food business operators during its routine in-

spection operation across Punjab. PFA sealed 

Gulzar Spices unit in Khanawal for selling adul-

terated spices. Two general stores were shut 

down for selling expired food items and poor 

storage system. A meat safety team sealed Al-

Khair Poultry Service and Supplier in Multan 

owing to sale of unhygienic meat. In Bahawal-

pur, PFA sealed a production unit of Rohi Bread 

over incomplete labelling, stinky environment 

and an abundance of insects. An enforcement 

team of PFA raided Fri Chicks in Faisalabad and 

sealed it due to using dirty oil for frying goods 

and the presence of insects’ filth on packing 

material. PFA Lailpur Team closed down Al-
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Masoom Atta Chaki at Barkat Chowk over fail-

ure its salt samples and founded junk material. 

In Chinniot, Amman Ullah Khoya unit was 

sealed by PFA for using vegetable ghee in the 

manufacturing of khoya and worst condition of 

hygiene. In Rawalpindi, food teams shut down 

Islamabad General Store for selling expired and 

loose tainted spices while TEVTA College’s Can-

teen was sealed over non-compliance of in-

structions. The PFA Attock team also sealed 

three eateries for failing to meet the hygienic 

working environment. The PFA Chakwal team 

raided Noor Awan Hotel for selling adulterated 

milk. The PFA Gujranwala team raided American 

Bakers and sealed it for expired eatables. Two 

paan shops were also sealed for selling gutka 

and poor cleanliness. 

In another raid, the food safety team shut down 

Zamzama Restaurant owing to use of rancid oil 

and untraceable non-food graded colours. Simi-

larly, the PFA Hafizabad team sealed Akram Ho-

tel and Haneef Juice Corner for not paying the 

licence fee and over failure to adopt food safety 

standards. The team also stopped the produc-

tion of Haneef Juice Corner. Nagra Mart was 

sealed by PFA for selling expired food in Sialkot. 

A dairy safety teams of raided Allah Daad Khoya 

Unit in Sargodha and sealed it. Mianwali City 

School’s canteen was sealed due to using 

styrofoam and presence of pests. The provincial 

food regulatory body discarded a huge quantity 

of unwholesome food including 2,460kg adul-

terated chickpea, 190 litre tainted milk, 23kg 

pulses, 20kg khoya and expired drinks. 

 

Punjab Food Authority Seals 22 Eateries In Operation 
03rd March 2020 | 11:20 PM 

https://www.urdupoint.com/en/pakistan/punjab-food-authority-seals-22-eateries-in-op-853923.html 

 
he Punjab Food Authority (PFA) has 

launched a grand operation against 

manufactures of fake and adulterated 

milk to ensure the availability of pure and nutri-

tious milk in the province as per the vision of 

Prime Minister Imran Khan 

LAHORE, (UrduPoint / Pakistan Point News - 3rd 

Mar, 2020 ) :The Punjab Food Authority (PFA) 

has launched a grand operation against manu-

factures of fake and adulterated milk to ensure 

the availability of pure and nutritious milk in the 

province as per the vision of Prime Minister Im-

ran Khan. 

According to PFA sources here on Tuesday, Di-

rector General Irfan Memon said, during the 

massive operation, authority tested 28,200 litre 

milk amongst 14,500 litre disposed of after it 

was proved that milk had contamination of pol-

luted water and harmful chemicals. He said that 

dairy safety teams examined the milk collection 

chillers and mill supply vehicles to inspect the 

quality of milk. He said that teams founded the 

low level of LR and fats in milk besides adultera-

tion. He added that PFA was vigilantly monitor-

ing the food industry including milk indus-

try at all level as per food law. Irfan Memon said 

that the Punjab Food Authority would not toler-

ate adulteration in milk at any coast. 

Meanwhile, PFA teams sealed 22 food points 

and imposed more than 0.8 million fine on doz-

ens of food business operators during its rou-

tine inspection operation across Punjab. As per 

details, PFA team sealed Gulzar Spices unit in 

Khanawal for selling adulterated spices and two 

other general stores were also sealed due to 
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selling expired food items and poor storage sys-

tem. 

A meat safety team sealed Al-Khair Poultry Ser-

vice & Supplier in Multan owing to sale unhy-

gienic meat of emaciated chicken. In Bahawal-

pur, PFA sealed a production unit of Rohi Bread 

over incomplete labelling, stinky environment 

and an abundance of insects. 

An enforcement team of PFA raided Fri Chicks 

in Faisalabad and sealed it due to using 

dirty oil for frying goods and the presence of in-

sects' filth on packing material. Another team 

closed down Al-Masoom Atta Chaki located at 

Barkat Chowk over failure its salt samples and 

founded junk material. 

Apart from that, workers of the shop did not 

have medical certificates. The raiding team con-

fiscated 50kg substandard salt. 

In Chinniot, Amman Ullah Khoya unit was 

sealed by PFA for using vegetable ghee in the 

manufacturing of khoya and worst condition of 

hygiene. In Rawalpindi, food teams shut 

down Islamabad General Store for selling ex-

pired and loose tainted spices while TEVTA Col-

lege's Canteen was sealed over non-compliance 

of instructions. In Attock team also sealed three 

eateries for failing to meet the hygienic working 

environment. 

PFA Gujranwala team raided American Bakers 

and sealed it after founded expired eatables 

and for failing to produce a record. Two paan 

shops were also sealed for selling gutka 

and poor cleanliness arrangements during dif-

ferent raids. The teams confiscated over 300 

packets of gutka. In another raid, the food 

safety team shut down Zamzama Restaurant 

owing to use of rancid oil and untraceable non-

food graded colours. 

Similarly, PFA Hafizabad team sealed Akram Ho-

tel and Haneef Juice Corner for not paying the 

license fee and over failure to adopt food safety 

standards. The team also stopped the produc-

tion of Haneef Juice Corner by serving an emer-

gency prohibition order. Nagra Mart was sealed 

by PFA for selling expired food in Sialkot. 

A dairy safety team raided Allah Daad Khoya 

Unit in Sargodha and sealed it for producing 

adulterated khoyawith substandard ingredients 

and in Mianwali team sealed City school's can-

teen due to using styrofoam and presence of 

pests. 

PFA also discarded a huge quantity of unwhole-

some food including 2,460kg adulterated chick-

pea, 190 litres tainted milk, 23kgpulses, 20kg 

khoya and expired drinks, sources added. 

 

China Uses Dairy Factory to Show it's Getting Back to Work 
Mar 02, 2020 

https://www.agweb.com/article/china-uses-dairy-factory-show-its-getting-back-work 

s milk bottles and yogurt six-packs 

zipped past on a conveyor belt at a 

state-owned dairy, reporters heard a 

sales pitch from a Communist Party official: 

China Inc. has reopened for business. 

The government invited reporters to a Beijing 

factory of China Mengniu Dairy Co. Ltd. this 

week to see how companies are getting back to 

work after unprecedented anti-virus measures 

shut down much of the world’s second-biggest 

economy. It also brought them to see a power 

plant.  

The ruling party is striving to restore public and 

business confidence and avert a deeper eco-

nomic downturn and politically risky job losses 

after weeks of disruptions due to the viral out-

break that has sickened more than 82,000 peo-

ple worldwide and killed more than 2,800. 

Mengniu’s sales fell 20% in February due to 

travel and other anti-disease controls, but its 

sales of milk, yoghurt and other dairy products 

are back to 80% of normal levels and produc-

tion is at 70%, said Meng Fanjie, of Mengniu’s 

Party Work Department. 
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“Also there is an opportunity brought by the vi-

rus outbreak,” he said. “People want to improve 

immunity by eating more dairy.” 

The effort to get the economy back on track 

comes as anxiety is mounting that the spread of 

the new virus overseas might derail global 

trade, industry and economic growth. Forecast-

ers expect the economy to slow in the current 

quarter, though though officials insist the ruling 

Communist Party’s annual growth targets still 

can be attained. 

The most sweeping anti-disease controls ever 

imposed suspended most access to Wuhan, a 

major city at the center of the outbreak, and ex-

tended the Lunar New Year holiday, usually just 

a week or two long for most people, to keep 

factories and offices closed. 

Tourism plunged after authorities canceled 

group tours and told businesspeople to avoid 

travel. Sales of real estate and autos evapo-

rated. 

President Xi Jinping has put his personal author-

ity behind getting business moving again. He 

has publicly ordered areas deemed to be at low 

risk to work on reviving their businesses while 

high-risk areas focus on fighting the outbreak. 

The government is promising tax breaks, low-in-

terest loans and other aid. 

When Mengniu’s shipments were suspended in 

Hubei, where Wuhan is located, factories in the 

neighboring provinces of Hunan and Anhui 

stepped up production to supply virus-stricken 

cities. 

During the tour in Beijing, the company showed 

reporters workers monitoring enormous ma-

chines filling bags and bottles with yogurt and 

different types of milk. 

Dairy employees are checked for fever before 

putting on white gowns, hair nets and blue plas-

tic gloves and beginning work. 

Under a photo of Xi visiting the dairy, visitors 

spin in place to be sprayed with disinfectant. 

Delivery trucks are disinfected every four hours. 

GPS devices allow the dairy to keep track of 

where drivers go. Banners hanging from the 

trucks said: “The truck is disinfected. The 

driver’s body temperature is normal.” 

At a news conference Thursday, officials ex-

pressed confidence the small, mostly private 

companies that power China’s economy are re-

covering quickly. 

That category includes most of the privately-

owned restaurants, factories, stores and other 

companies that generate China’s new jobs and 

wealth. It includes thousands of small compa-

nies that supply components, from zippers to 

microchips to auto parts, to factories that as-

semble the world’s smartphones, toys and 

other consumer goods. 

Zhang Kejian, an official of China’s main plan-

ning agency, the National Development and Re-

form Commission, acknowledged that activity of 

small and medium-size businesses was only at 

one-third of normal levels. 

Activity is increasing gradually, he said. 

“Many companies want to resume work as soon 

as possible,” said Zhang. “But they also worry 

about risks due to the spread of the epidemic. 

There is a dilemma.” 
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f you grew up in the ’90s—or have kids who 

did—you surely remember the “Got milk?” 

campaign. Posters featuring celebrities—

from Britney Spears to Kermit the Frog—plas-

tered school hallways and lunchrooms, remind-

ing those who walked by how milk helps grow-

ing bones stay healthy and strong. Two decades 

after those two words entered our conscious-

ness, it might be time to rethink what kind of 

milk—if any—we should be drinking. 

Some studies dispute the necessity of milk for 

adults. Some people can’t tolerate it at all, but 

most who have a bad reaction to milk aren’t al-

lergic to it, says Dr. Evelyn Montalvo Stanton, a 

pediatrician at the UNLV School of Medicine. 

They just have difficulty digesting lactose, a 

sugar found in dairy products. And lactose intol-

erance can increase with age, with only 40% of 

the population able to digest lactose into adult-

hood. 

Some ethnicities are more lactose intolerant 

than others. Those of African, Asian and Ashke-

nazi Jewish descent, for example, have a higher 

lactose intolerance rate—between 75% and 

90%—than those of northern European descent 

(18% to 26%). 

Other types of milk aren’t hard to find, but the 

nutritional differences are vast. Plant-based soy 

milk, for example, is a good alternative for 

those with a dairy allergy or lactose intolerance, 

but doesn’t provide as much protein or ribofla-

vin, aka vitamin B2. 

There are environmental concerns to take into 

consideration, too. Almond milk, which has 

seen a massive spike in consumption over the 

past five years for being a low-calorie, vegan al-

ternative, is easy to find in grocery stores and 

coffee shops, but some argue it negatively im-

pacts the ecosystem, particularly for bees. The 

Guardian recently reported that “50 billion 

bees—more than seven times the world’s hu-

man population—were wiped out in a few 

months during winter 2018-19,” partially at-

tributable to “America’s reliance on industrial 

agriculture methods, especially those used by 

the almond industry.” 

In other words, there’s a lot to weigh when it 

comes to choosing the right kind of milk. Here’s 

a guide to help you decide … 

Cow’s milk 

It’s the most common and familiar variety, and 

it provides vitamins and minerals like vitamin D, 

calcium and potassium. Regular milk can be 

high in saturated fats, however, so most health 

officials recommend drinking a nonfat version. 

Additionally, the protein in cow’s milk is a com-

mon allergen, so some doctors prefer lactose-

free milk—cow’s milk with added enzymes that 

break down lactose into more digestible sugars. 

Also worth noting: One glass of cow’s milk can 

have at around three times the environmental 

cost of a glass of nondairy milk, according to a 

2018 Oxford study. 

Almond milk 

Unsweetened almond milk is a popular vegan 

alternative for its silky, nutty taste, and reduced 

calories and carbs per serving. It’s rich in antiox-

idant vitamin E but low in protein. Some brands 

are fortified with added vitamins like A and D, 

but that varies from brand to brand. 

In addition to its potential impact on bees, al-

mond milk has other environmental effects. For 

example, it requires a lot of water to produce—

more than one gallon of water per almond, The 

Guardian reported. 

Hemp milk 

Hemp milk is made from ground, soaked hemp 

seeds and is high in healthy omega-3 and 

omega-6 unsaturated fats. Hemp seeds are also 

one of the best sources of plant-based proteins 
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and contain more calcium than dairy milk, ac-

cording to U.S. News and World Report. 

Like almond milk, hemp milk has a nutty flavor 

with a creamy consistency, somewhat thicker 

than skim milk and other milk alternatives. 

Hemp milk is typically low in carbs, and it’s best 

to look for unsweetened brands. 

Oh, and for those wondering, no, you won’t get 

high on hemp milk, which contains only trace 

amounts of THC, the compound in marijuana 

that produces psychoactive effects. 

Coconut milk 

Coconut milk is a popular alternative for its 

taste and creamy consistency, but it’s high in 

saturated fats compared with dairy and soy 

milk. Some brands are fortified with protein and 

essential vitamins and minerals to increase the 

nutritional value. It’s also a safe, dairy-free al-

ternative for those with nut or tree allergies, 

and some argue drinking coconut milk can 

boost good cholesterol levels. 

Soy milk 

Soy comes closest to dairy milk nutritionally, 

since soybeans are a good source of protein, ac-

cording to a 2017 study published in the Journal 

of Food Science and Technology. Soy milk also 

contains cancer-fighting agents like isoflavones, 

and uses less water and land while producing 

fewer carbon emissions than cow’s milk, making 

it a more environmentally conscious choice. 

It has limitations, however, particularly for 

those with soy allergies. Soy milk contains com-

pounds known by some as antinutrients, be-

lieved by some to have detrimental effects on 

digestion. 

Oat milk 

Oat milk can be a strong alternative for those 

looking for something higher in fiber, and also a 

great option for those with soy and nut aller-

gies. Commercial oat milk brands are generally 

fortified with vitamins A, D, B2 and B12, along 

with minerals like calcium. 

The production of oat milk has a less-adverse 

environmental impact than almond or soy milk. 

But oat milk is generally higher in calories and 

carbs, and contains less protein than soy or 

dairy milk.
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AHORE, Mar 1 (UrduPoint / Pakistan 

Point News - 1st Mar, 2020 ) :Pun-

jab Food Authority (PFA) continued its 

crackdown against adulterated milk in Punjab. 

During the operation, dairy safety teams set up 

picket for checking milk quality 

on Kasur road Mustafa Abad Toll Plaza and 

caught 5500-litre adulterated milk. 

PFA Director General Irfan Memon said that the 

teams had inspected 32500 litre milk and dis-

posed of more than 147 chemically contami-

nated milk loaded on different milk supply vehi-

cles. 

He said that milk was disposed of over the con-

tamination of polluted water and urea in it and 

having a low level of Lactometer Reading. 

He said that the provincial food regulatory body 

was vigilantly monitoring the suspicions activi-

ties of food business operators. He said 

"Tainted milk may damage the health of chil-

dren as well as elders." Dairy safety teams were 

regularly inspecting the supply across the prov-

ince. 

Irfan Memon appealed the public to report any 

suspicious activities relatedto food adulteration, 

especially in milk, pointing out that all the infor-

mationreceived would be kept confidential to 

protect the privacy of information. 
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